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| K INC E the Propoſals were iſſued, ſeveral Reaſon; 
D have concurred to determine the Publication of thi 
' Work by Parts. The Author begs Leave to depend on the 
Goodneſs of thoſe Gentlemen who have encouraged bim by 
their Subſcriptions, to excuſe this Method, which could not 
well be avoided. If this firſt Part is acceptable, the others, 


by the permiſſion of Providence, will follow as ſoon a; 


_ Poſſible, 


of COR. 


ERRATA, 


Page 68 line 7 dele 7 bis.,----Page 70, line 6 from the 
bottom for impreſſions read effects. 2 


av 


e 0 00 

FART Ll 

Containing ſome general remarks on the ſpirit 

and leading notions of the Author of the 
Letters, . e 


12 
Ax) 

8 moſt eminent Divines of the laſt and preſent 
age, and made a general attack upon chriſtian profeſſors 
of all denominations: He has tried all manner of wea- 


pons more eſpecially againſt that religion which has been 
look d upon moſt venerable, as having the ftamp of truth 
by the neareſt conformity to the Goſpel ; and endeavor- 


ed not only to render it ridiculous, but to repreſent it as 


much more dangerous than open oppoſition toChriſt, or | 


the practice of the groſſeſt immoralities. If we believe 


him, the true faith of the Apoſtles was very near, if not | | 
ntirely, loſt out of the world ſoon after the firſt general 
ſpread of chriſtianity ; and hath never been recovered, . 


except among a very few enlightened individuals, until 


he himſelf, with the aſſiſtance of a near friend, was ſo 
happy as to hit upon it again, and begin the glorious wor 
of reformation. For as to the grand Reformation from 


popery which proteſtants boaſt of, it is a meer trifle ; 


they have laid aſide the crucifix, and reſerved no frag- 
ments of the croſs ; but have gained nothing but a per- 


) 


verted Goſpel.” 


. 


, ' [ 
; q 
0 — 
3 f 
} J 0 


Gorge HE Author of the Letters on Theron and Aſpaſio 
X hath bent the force of his genius, which is 
ſprightly and ſatyrical, to ruin the credit of the 


65 


If he bas given us a true ſtate of Aüagerl it is time to 
be alarmed : but if the peculiarities of his ſcheme are a 
bottom mere ſophiſtry, calculated to form a new party of 
chriſtians to the honor of their Ringleader; if this Preach. 
er of the apoſtolic goſpel is himſelf ' deceived, or aims to 
unſettle the minds of people, and free them from the 
gloom of religion, that they may be eaſy in the indul.* chr 
gence of their luſts ; it ſeems neceſſary that ſome at. N ( taſt 
tempt ſhould be made to ſhow him his error, or pre- 
vent the miſchief of his ſubtilty, _ 

There may be very little probability that his ſcheme 
will fo generally take, as to give ſufficient evidence of its 
falſhood, according to his own way of reaſoning : yet 
many chriſtians may be ſurprized and ſhaken by the 
boldneſs of his aſſertions, the keeneſs of his wit, and the 
mixture of ſome capital articles of chriſtianity with hi 
own crude notions. Beſides ; in many, already too mueh 
diſpoſed to think lightly of the Goſpel, the ſecret prin: 
ciples of infidelity may be very agreably cheriſhed by 
ſeveral hints he has dropt, who will be ready to acknow- 
lege themſelves greatly obliged to him, for helping them 
to ſo rich a vein of ridicule to ſupport them againſt that 
religion which has always been galling to their conſci- IM de: 
_ ences; though they handſomely excafe themſelves from mi 
believing him more than other preatiiers, when he puts WI 
on the ſame gravity. 5 
The manner in which he treats all who differ from 

. is indeed peculiarly haughty, and his own ſenti- 
ments are delivered with ſuch a ſingular air of aſſurance 
that there ſeems but little hope of convincing him of any 
_ miſtake, or confrontin 5 him with equal boldneſs. Ke 
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e to Mic may obviate the force of all objections on that ac- 


cunt, and not be cenſured as a deſpicable writer, he 
-ndeavors to guard himſelf by giving notice in the pre- 


xc: ace, that he writes in the character of a very reſpecta- 
1s to bie perſon, who muſt be allowed to ſpeak with the moſt 
the Myndaunted confidence, He tells us that genuine 
dul. N chriſtianity muſt always appear as an inſult upon the 
> at. Ni taſte of the public, yea, the moſt reſpeQable part of the 
re. MW public, and that in the moſt important matters... that 
. ſhe has no reverence for the names ofgreateſtrepute in 
me Mc the world - that ſhe dogmatizes with the greateſt aſ- 
Fits MW © furance - and boldly on the part of heaven denoun- 
yet ces her anathema againſt all who oppoſe or corrupt that 
the truth which ſhe declares.” Now we muſt know, as this 
the W author fpeaks in the name of genuine chriſtianity, exact- 
his WM ly agreable to her peremptory inſtructions, and as her 
ieh true and only repreſentative, he is as fully impowered 
in. to be dogmatical in declaring what is divine truth, and 
by to denounce his anathema againſt all that oppoſe him, as 
w- if ſhe herſelf were perſonally, preſent: therefote we muſt 


not be ſurprized at bis ſteady,contempt of all oppoſition, 
rat Wl fince; according to his own opinion of himſelf, every 
ci · degree of oppoſition. to his notions of the apoſtolic goſpel 
m muſt proceed from the ſame temper. and diſpoſition 
ts W which oppoſed that goſpel when firſt preached. 
But how little notice ſeever he may take of any thing 
m chat can be ſaid, however tenaciouſly he may adhere to 
his own ſentiments, it cannot be amiſs to ſhow his un- 
be wary readers how truth may be ſeparated from error, 
and, while he is ready to glory in many things plauſibly 
faid, give ſome check to his fancied infallibi- 


| Several | 


5 . . 5 


(4) 
| geveral anſwers to the Letters have been publiſh; 
| already in great Britain; but as few of them have bee, 
ſpread in America, and the greater part, if we may he 
lieve our Author's repreſentation, maintain Aſpaſio's de. 
finition of faith, which is far from being current i; 
New-England, I ſhall venture to add my ſelf to the 
number of his antagoniſts, and attempt to examine hi 
Creed and conſider the great queſtion, what is truth 
and I am the rather inclined to take upon me this labor 
as the reputed Author has lately croſs d the atlantic to 
propagate his peculiar ſentiments, and appeared as a 


. preacher among us. : 3 <a 

. He will doubtleſs think me juſtifiable in making free 
{ uſe of his name, ſince it is now generally known; his 
works having been publicly advertized under the title 
JJJ%%%% ae 
Muy deſign is not to render railing for railing ; not 
ſhall I pretend to match him in wit and keen ſatyr; 

but only to try his ſpirit, ſhew the general ftrain and 
tendency of his writings, examine his diſtinguiſhing 
principles, and endeavor to detect his fallacies. 1 5 
As bis dec ared deſign is © zo contend for the divind 
righteouſneſs finiſhed on the Croſs, as the ſole requiſite to 
Juſtification” J ſhould be very unwilling to engage a- 
gainſt him, were I perſuaded he has placed this grand 
doctrine of chriſtianity in the true apoſtolic light, with- 
out any falſe colourings. If I know myſelf, it would 
give me greater pleaſure to join with him, in-publiſhing 
the rigbtecuſneſi of God by faith of Jeſus Chrift unto all 

and upon all them that believe, without any difference of 

nations or chatacters, than ſeem to appear againſt 55 

. 1 axticle 


— — — ww,” 


(5) 


iſheWrticle which is the peculiar glory of the Goſpel,could 1 
been ie it clearly and fully ſtated in the Letters in cloſe con- 


y be 


divine revelation, all the original colours of chriſtianity : 
for I remember an antient ſaying of one deeply intereſted 
in the cauſe .... we can do nothing againſt the truth, 
but for the truth. But when I view his whole ſcheme, 
compare one part with another, and try it by the divine 


and the jaring of contradictory ſentiments. In ſome 


wide difference: ſome parts of religion take their proper 


ful manner of the principal characters cf the new man, 
the image of God on the ſoul of a believer, and the 


to Wprattice of moral righteouſneſs in all its branches, in a 
a- way of ſubjection toChriſt's authority, and by the energy 


d Hof his Spirit. | 8 Fn 
_ When I view the weapons he uſes ®,... © keen ſa- 
d Wityr, diſdainful irony, the contemptuous ſmile, the in- 


— 


7 dignant frown”...and obferve with what an angry coun- 


f | 
5 Letters which paſs'd betwixt him and Mr, Pike, and his other Letters. 
4 * Epiſt. Correſpond: P. 18. ; TOE OO. 


8 
288 
& | 
245 


gection with every other docttine of Chriſt, lite the 
pure rays of the ſun, exhibiting thro' the medium of 


ſtandard, I am ſtruck with the remarkable diſſimilitude, 
things there ſeems to be a good harmony; in others a 


place, and appear with diſtinguiſhing luſtre; others are 
removed quite out of ſight, or darkned with a veil : he 
diminiſhes ſome things, and enlarges the proportions of 
others; and as if all our falvation depended upon 
metaphyfical accuracy in forming our conceptions of _ 
the nature cf faith, he labours the utmoſt refinement _ 
on this point ; while he ſpeaks in a very looſe and doubt- 
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N. B. I have taken the freedom to quote ſome things from the 
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(6) 
tenance he looks round and ſtrikes promiſcuouſly at eye. M:tille 
ry man near him, eſpecially at thoſe who ſeem to be jet 
engaged in the ſame general cauſe. for which he pro. tri: 
feſſes to contend ; I cannot but ſuſpect his zeal to. be 
the rage of a madman, who caſts firebrands, arrows, 
and death; or that his aim is to make port by acting 
a feigned character. Certainly ſuch weapons were ne- 
ver taken out of God's armory; they are not thoſe ſpiri. 
tual weapons which once were ſo mighty againſt all op. 
poſition: they appear to be the ſame arras which com- 
monly have been uſed againſt the kingdom of Chriſt; 
but rejected by the foremoſt champions in his cauſe. We 
find ſuch an order as this given by a great officer of 
Chriſt's army --- the ſervant of the Lord muſt not jirivy 
(or, fight like a fierce diſputant, catching up any weap- 
on he can lay his hand upon, whetting his tongue like 
a ſword, and ſhooting the poiſoned. arrows of bitter 
words) but be gentle unto all men, inſtructive, patient of WM fe 
evil, in meekneſs teaching as children thoſe that. oppoſe WM cc 
themſelves ; if peradventure God may give them repentunc . ec 
unto the acknowledgment of the iruth, and they may d re 
recovered from the ſnare of the Devil, who were led cap- 
tive by him, to a ſober mind, to be in ſubjeftion tothe 
ü %«ôl ou g x tro on 
Tho' our Author's controverſy is primarily managed 
againſt the late excellent Mr. Hervy under the character 
of Aſpaſio, yet his quarrel is very general, eſpecially 
with thoſe whom he calls popular preachers. Towards 
the concluſion of his 6th Letter he is fo. obliging as. to 


doctrine, and what ſort of teachers he levels his chief 
Ea e artillery 


(73 


en MW ictillery againſt, He ſays in a note, © Throughout theſe 
be MW jetters, I conſider thoſe as teachers of the popular doc- 
ro. M« trine, who ſeek to have credit and influence amon 


be the people, by reſting our acceptance with God, not 


vs, , ſimply on what Cbriſt bath done, but more or lefs on 


ing ME the w/e we make of hin, the advance we make to- 


e- wards him, or ſome ſecret deſire, wiſh, or ſigh to 
ri. do ſo; or on ſomething we feel or do concerning him, 
p- by the aſſiſtance of ſome kind of grace or ſpirit ; or, 


t; poſe he is yet to do for us. In ſum, all who would 
We have us to be conſcious of ſomething elſe than the 
of bare truth of the goſpel ; all who would have us to 
ive N be conſcious of ſome beginning of a change to the bet- 
ap- ter, or ſome deſire, however faint towards ſuch change, 
ike MW in order to our acceptance with God; theſe I call 
ter the popular preachers, however much they may dif- 
fer from each other about faith, and grace, ſpecial or 
boſe common, or about any thing elſe. For I am diſpoſ- 
ed rather to reconcile than widen the various diffe- 
rences among them.“ * 
2b- This deſcription is contrived ſo as to take 4 large 
the N weep, and upon occaſion comprehend divines of very 
iterent characters, and oppoſite ſentiments about the 
zed Mitonement, or the uſe to be made of it. He according- 
ter y gives himſelf ſcope, and now and then gives a ſtroke 
ly t ſome whom he calls philoſophic divines, and faſhio- 
rds able preachers. But he is moſt of all provoked with 
to hoſe who are tho't, by the common people, to be moſt 
lar evangelical : the more credit and influence any preach. 
ief » Lett: Vol: 2. P. 245. Edit; 34 7 uy wh 
as | 1 . 


m. laſtly, on ſomething we employ him to do, and ſop- 
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„ 
ers have among them on account of their apparent or. 
1 thodoxy and zeal, ſo much the more he is put out of 
4 all patience, and fired with indignation. "OI 

In the firſt place, that he may effectually remove the 
i ſtrong prejudice of the moſt ſerious chriſtians in their 


favour, he tries the utmoit force of ridicule, followin 
the maxim of ſome of his philoſophic brethren, that 
ridicule is the teſt of truth. For this purpoſe he picks 
out the moſt exceptionable ſcraps in the writings of ſome 
divines of chief note, magnifies every miſtake, takes ad. 
vantage of every impropriety of expreſſion, puts the work 
conſtruction upon their ſentiments, and makes them 
ſpeak contrary to the general ſpirit and tenor of their 
writings : there is ſomething very peculiar in his ma. 
nagement this way, for he has a certain knack of ſhey. 
ing truth in a kind of magic glaſs, which he uſes very 
_ expertly, by which he diſtorts it into the viſage of fall. 
hood, fo as to gain the laugh among his friends which 
otherwiſe would have been turned againſt himſelf, But 
the metaphorical ſtyle of ſome eminent preachers of hi 
own country, and their manner of addrefling their hear- 
ers, peculiarly ſuited to the national genius, afford hin 
the beſt ſcope for burleſque. Their repreſenting faith 
as furniſhed with hands, feet, wings &c ; and aſcribing 
to it various ideas of motion and action, ſuch as haſting, 
ſtriving, running, fighting, and vreſtling; their uſe dl 
various ſcholaſtic terms and diſtinctions; their ſpeaking 
of faith as an igſtrument for receiving, applying, cigin 
with, and taking hold on Chriſt ; and now and the 
_ droping ſome looſe, unguarded, and uncouth expreſſions; 
all ſerve to make diverſion as he goes along, and pre- 
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vent ſes, 


(9) 
vent a dull inſipid arrangement of his own ſentiments in 


upon the motion which the ſcriptures in ſome places 


10 attribute to faith, as when they * of fleeing from the 
ving wrath to come, ., coming to Chr: For ſaking all to fol- 
tha ha him, &c : one text ſeems to croſs him ſo much that 
ick be ventures to give ät a gloſs of his own, that he may 
ond blunt the force of it, viz. Heb. 6. 18, ..... who have fled 
%. er refuge to lay hold upon the hope ſet before us: * this 


text he blends with others which ſpeak of the chriſtian 


/orſt 
hem Lace, and in a very fly manner turns us off from attend- ” 
hen ing to the full import of this beautiful alluſion, by giving 
m. us a hint that it means nothing more than denying our 


ſelves for the ſake of the heavenly inheritance, and runing 
underſtanding may ſee that the Apoſtle alludes to the 


heavenly world, Ind includes the whole idea of taking 


ehh 33 
He ſeems likewiſe to have an inclination to divert 
ine himſelf with the phraſes of receiving, truſting, relying on 
ingly 71/4, &c. but he finds it harder to manage theſe in his 
e off droll way: for if they do not ſo exactly expreſs the ſim- 


cn ple idea of faith, yet they come ſo near it, and are ſo 
fn frequently ſubſtituted in the ſacred writings as terms e- 
heul quivalent to faith, that he acknowledges it very difficult 
»ns; to ſhake off the ambiguity . However, he gives us to 
pre · ¶ underſtand that as the popular preachers uſe theſe phra- 


ent ſes, they are making ſomething more than faith neceſs 


0 Gy 


ſtrict order. It is well he could forbear ſome witty turn 


: 
3 
| 


toward it as our home; though any chriſtian of common 
ancient cities F refuge as types both of Chriſt and the 


refuge in Chriſt from our firſt faith till we enter into 
that glory which is the hope of all who have believed 
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(10) 
ſary to juſtification®: for we muſt remember he is a ven 
critical gentleman, and muſt have the deſcription of faith 
reduced to a philoſophical nicety, or we may expect the 
moſt unmerciful treatment. „ 
But it muſt not be ſuppoſed he relies wholly on 
force of ridicule to demoliſh theſe reputable preachers 
no, he has more dreadful arms at hand, a number gf 
heavy bulls which he at proper intervals thunders ou 
againſt them.... With inimitable vehemence he de 
claims againſt them thro' a great number of pages . .A 
the worſt of hypocrites, the true offspring of the old 
phariſees, aiming at nothing but the praiſe of men and 
worldly intereſt ; haughtily aſſuming the character o 
God's embaſſadors, ſtrutting in their pulpits, and ſetting 
up for a ſort of factors betwixt the Deity and men:. 
As crafty deceivers, uſing all manner of art to delude 
men, and confound their underſtandings, in order tc 
maintain their own dignity and authority; ſeaſoning the 
goſpel to the corrupt taſte of their hearers ; leaving nd 
ſtone unturned to intercept the light of divine truth 
and decoy attention to an endleſs variety of the moſt a 
bominable jargon, which they confidently utter how 
ever abſurd and impious ; leading men to read the ney 
teſtament backwards ; throwing the apoſtolic order in 
to confuſion, and covering it with a miſt fo as the cheat 
may not be eaſily diſcerned ; doing their buſineſs mok 
ſucceſsfully in the dark, as true ſervants of the grand 
adverſary and his angels, the rulers of the darkneſs 
of this world: .. . As ſworn enemies to the belief e 
the truth as the ſole ground of hope ; and to the divine 
juſtice and ſovereignty : ..,,, As bold idolaters, or hard- 
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(1): | 

id atheiſts, who deny the God that is above, and have 
{et up another god, another chriſt, and: another ſpirit, 
quite different from the God of the Apoſtles : ... In ſhort 


ters into the ſpirit of their writings two fold more the chil- 
dren of wrath than before, having themſelves very lit- 


perhaps by repentance at the hour of death. 


* 
= 


men? or hath he reference only to ſome notorious hy- 
pocrites within the circle of his acquaintance, who are 


zppeared moſt correſpondent to the ſpirit of the goſpel, 


much eſteemed by thoſe whom he calls the devout: 
goes along; and does not omit ſome ſtrokes: at Mr. 


Dr. Watts, and Dr. Doddridge; “ who, he tells us, 
* having been conſidered among the diſſenters as a kind 


he pronounces them the moſt hardened of all ſinners, the 
greateſt deſtroyers of mankind, making every one that en- 


tle chance of eſcaping the damnation of hell, except 1 


What an abominable ſet of men muſt theſe be wo 
xe blackened with ſuch infernal characters !. . . But can 
he find any number of ſuch wicked impoſtors, entered 
into a confederacy againſt the goſpel and the ſouls of 


fecretly deiſts, tho they preach for a living? ... No, 
we are much miſtaken if we think he means only to 
point out ſome particular bad men among the Clergy of 
any one country or denomination : they are all much 
like; only ſuch as have been ſuppoſed to be moſt ſe- 
rious, honeſt, and ſpiritual, whoſe conduct hath been 
moſt exemplary, and the tenor of whoſe diſcourſes hath 


are in his view the very worſt of all. He diſcovers very 
particular ſpleen againſt Meſs. Guthrie, Marſhal, Boſton, | 
and Erſkines, writers of his own nation, who have been 


but he paſſes his compliments upon other writers as he 


Flavel ; but eſpecially at thoſe two renowned gentlemen i 
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te of truſtees for the peculiar doctrines of chriſtianity 


© their weight and influence among the more ſtridly 
de religious and devout. The former, not content with 


* the goſpel doctrine of Jaith, and the imputed rigbteouſ. 
e weſs. *” The firſt of theſe charges is an inſtance of 
Mr. Sandeman's ſly way of wounding the reputation of 
men whoſe praiſe is in all the churches. He mentions it 


that this ſame Dr. Watts denies Jeſus Chriſt to be: 
Divine Perſon ; and becauſe it is a thing ſo notorious, 


(12) 


« have ſhewn themſelves moſt unworthy of the con. 
© dence repoſed in them, by their complaiſantly yield. 
* ing up the moſt obnoxious of thoſe doctrines fer the 
« ſake of their reputation in the polite world; and that 
« in ſuch a ſly manner, as to loſe as little as poſſible of 


te yielding up the apoſtolic account of Chriſt as a Divint 
« Perſon, hath conſpired with the latter to overthrow 
as a fact ſo indiſputable that it ſcarce requires any proof, 


he contents himſelf with quoting a few words from his 


_ treatiſe called, The chriſtian doctrine of the Trinity; via. \el 
_ « By the appointment of the Father, the Divine xA-· hin 
 TUKE DWELLS in Jeſus the Son of man, who of himſelf, ſelf 


and in himſelf, is but a man, and could do nothing.” This the 
remarkable quotation he would paſs upon us for a glar- pal 


ing proof of this charge of Hereſy : but his readers muſt © 
be very eagle-eyed, or ſo extremely complaiſant as to ſq! 
rely on our author's judgment with implicit faith, if ve 


they can receive the abovementioned quotation as any m 


9 


roof at all that the Dr. denies the divine nature of Chriſi 


The argument from this proof, ſtands thus .... Dr. Watt. an 
ſays in the paſſage juſt quoted, The Divine NaTuzr il ap 


FI 


DWELLS in Jeſus the Son of Man, (ie, in the man Jeſus) ſe 


without 


(613) : 


without which Yeſus would be but a man, and fo could 


do nothing of himſelf ; therefore the Dr. denies that 
ſeſus had a divine nature as well as an humane. Let us 
now hear Jeſus ſpeaking of himſelf, and ſee what force 
there may be in the ſame argument applied to Chriſt's 
own words. He fays, Joh: 5. 19, 30. ., Verily verily 
I /ay.unto you, the ſon can do nothing of himſelf, but what 
he feeth the Father do: for what things ſoever he doth, 


theſe alſo doth the Son likewiſe... I can of mine own ſelf do 


nthing : as I bear, I jaage : and my judgment is juſt ; 
becauſe I feek not mine own will, but the will of the Father 
which hath ſent me. Again, John 14. 10. Believeſt 
thou not, that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? 


but the Father, that divelleib in me, he doth the works. 


theſe paſſages, ſhould take it into his head to affirm, by 
the very ſame curious reaſoning as our author uſes, that 


himſelf a meer man ; becauſe he declares, that of him- 


the Father dwelling in him ? .... Is Mr. Sandeman ca- 
pable of bluſhing? .... Or has he ſome © new principle 
« of knowlege or reaſoning,” by which he can 
ſqueeze out ſuch ſtrange heretical concluſions from 


— —— — ä—ä— > ew oonene ng 


the words that I ſpeak unto you, I ſpeak not of my ſelf: 


Now, what if ſome ingenious Critic, from a view of 


Jeſus Chriſt here denies his own Divinity, and makes i 


ſelf he could do nothing, and attributes all his works to 


very orthodox premiſes? .... Or, is there no command- 
ment againſt malicious ſtander to be found in his Goſpel? 
What if we ſhould now take the hint, turn the tables, 
and charge the accuſer with a plain reflection upon the 
apoſtolic doctrine of the human nature of Chriſt ; for he 
ſeems to be angry, becauſe Dr. Watts tells us, that Jeſus 
would have been but a man if the divine nature had 
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not dwelt in him: and does not this imply an exception Ml lia 
againſt that account of the Mediator which Paul give, WW ty, 
us, 1. Tim: 2. 5, 6. For there is one God, and ont mediate gre 
between God and men, the MAN Chriſt Jeſus; who gave Ml fire 
himſelf a ranſom for all, to be teſtiſied in due time? den 
But our author checks my haſte, and tells me I zre 
he does not reſt the proof of his charge intirely upon IM all 
that one quotation ; for, if it was worth while, he could vin: 
produce more, from a work publiſhed ſince by the Dr, W tan 
in ſupport of what is now quoted.” ..., The Volume W wh 
to which he refers, if I gueſs right, is intitled, The gli. Ml of | 
ry of Chriſt : but asour author acknowleges it was writ WW our 
ten in ſupport of that paſſage quoted from his other to i 
treatiſe, it is evident enough, by the remarks already I but 
made, that there is no hereſy in the latter volume. abo 
But we muſt hear him a word or two farther : fer 
Mr. Sandeman can tell us ſomething more of this work Ger 
laſt publiſhed ; viz. that in it Dr. Watts“ ſetts forth WW ove 
* at large his notion of the pre-exiſtence and peculiar WW rig! 
* origin of the human ſoul of Jeſus Chriſt, wherein he I Tre 
makes the great dignity of his perſon to conſiſt. WS: 
But what if the Dr. hath ſome peculiar notions of the Wand 


origin of the human ſoul of Chriſt, and endeavours to join 


make it probable that it exiſted long before he aſſumed Eſthis 


fleſh and blood, ſo taking the apoſtles words literally, fait! 
Coloſs: 1. 15. Who is the image of the inviſible God, the ¶ ſage 


firſt born of every creature? How will it follow, that he Eſſtro 
denies the divine nature of Chriſt in union with this Nin 


pre-exiſtent ſoul, any more than they who believe this Ia fe 
Soul to have been created when a Body was prepared? exp 
Why, our author informs us, © the great dignity of his £6, 


' perſon is made to conſiſt in the pre-cxiſtence and pecu- Il. o 


liar 


» + 


1 

| 

(615) | 
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liar origin of Chriſt's Soul.“. Now, by the great digni- 
ty, our author would doubtleſs have us underſtand the 
greateſt dignity, tho he did not dare to ſay the Dr. af- 
firms the latter... But is Dr. Watts to be charged with 
denying the divine nature of Chriſt, becauſe he attributes 
great Dignity to the human Soul of the mediator, above 
all other creatures, even as diſtinguiſhed from the di- 
vine nature which was in him ? If our ſagacious diſpu- 
tant pleaſes, he may undertake to prove the contrary to 
what the Dr. hath advanced, viz. that the human Soul |! 
of Jeſus could not have been created before he aſſumed | 
our fleth and blood, and that no more dignity belongs | 
to it than is common to all other men, as to its origin: | 
but chriſtians need not give themſelves much trouble 
about the iſſue of the controverſy. & EE 
The ſecend heavy charge againſt theſe two renowned 
Gentlemen is, © that they have conſpired together to 
overthrow the goſpel doctrine of faith, and the imputed 
righteouſneſs,” For proof ef which he refers us to 2 
Treatiſe called, The riſe and progreſs of religion in the 
Sou), “ which being written by the one, and planed 
and reviſed by the other, may juſtly be conſidered as the 
joint production of both.” Now we are to know, that 
this treatiſe contains a moſt notorious. oppoſition to the 
faith and righteouſneſs of the goſpel : no particular paſ- 
ſage, indeed, is ſingled out; but this only gives us a 
ſtronger intimation that the whole treatiſe is condemned 
in the-lump. But I ſhall take the liberty to tranſcribe 
a few ſentences out of that valuable work, which ſpeak 
expreſsly of the method of a ſinner's juſtification. Chap, 
3, F7, 8. The ſinner is thus addreſſed, * Look upon 
;- our dear Redeemer | Look up to this mouruful, _ . 
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1 
« ful, yet in one view, delighiful ſpectacle; and then 
« aſk thine own heart, Dol believe that Jeſus ſuffered 
«. and died thus? And why did he ſuffer and die? Let 
« me anſwer in God's own words, He was wounded far 
* our tranſgreſſions, be was bruiſed for our iniquities Ec, 
« I do therefore teſtify to you, in the words of another 
« inſpired Writer, that Chriſt was made Sin, that is, 
« a ſin-offeripg, for us, tho be knew no fin, that ut 
« might be made the righteouſneſs ofGod in bim; that is 
"Lp tha thro' the righteouſneſs he has fulfilled, and th 
_ * atonement he has made, we might be accepted by 
« God as righteous, and be not only pardoned, but re. 
« ceived into his favour. .... Nor is it neceſſary, in or. 
| * der to thy being releaſed from guilt, and intitled ty 
this high and compleat felicity, that thou ſhouldeſt, 
before thou will venture to apply to Jeſus, bring any 
good works of thine own to recommend thee to his 20 
" ceptance. It is indeed true, that if thy faith be fin 
* cere, it will certainly produce them: but 1 have the 
authority of the Word of God, to tell thee, that ii 
© thou ſincerely believe/t in the name of the Son of Gulf 
thou ſhalt zh:5 Day be taken under his care, and bt 
numbered among thoſe of his Sheep, to whom b 
« hath graciouſly declared that he will give Ezern 
« Life, and that they ſhall never periſh. Thou haf 
no need therefore to ſay, ho. ſhall go up into heaven 
or who ſhall deſcend into the deep for me? For i 
* Wordis nigh thee, inthy mouth, and in thine heart 
With this joyful meſſage I leave thee ; with thi 
« faithful ſaying, indeed worthy of all acceptation ; ; wit 
« this Goſpel, Oh Sinner, which is my life; and which 
66 if chou a0 not reject it, will be thine too.. Le 
an) 


9 


y chriſtian now judge, whether they who ſay ſuch 
things as theſe, have entered into a conſpiracy to over- 


7 hrow the goſpel. „ 
F But without doubt in our author's view there is a 
x elaring corruption of the goſpel even in theſe evangelical 


ſentences. He has objections to make, founded on his 
wn peculiar notions ct religion; the very ſame ob- 
tions which he brings againſt a multitude of writers | 


| a08 
Bs f the ſame claſs ; it is therefore neceſſary to conſider | 
th be general controverſy, without which it would be to | 
by no purpoſe to attempt a vindication of particular para- 1 
t re rphs. Now let us enquire, what are the grounds of 
\ or general outcry againſt all whom he brands with the 

d ame of Popular Preachers; whether he has reaſon to 

deft accuſe them as wilful corrupters of the goſpel ? Or 

; any rhether their ſentiments may not, upon a fair trial, be 


found agreable to the truth, and liable to as few excep- 
ons as the ſcheme which Mr. Sandeman himſelf ad- 
ances in oppoſition to them. ü 
Tho our author looks upon all the popular preachers 
s in a conſpiracy againſt the goſpel doctrine of faith, and 
Wie imputed righteouſneſs, and for that reaſon ſpares no 
rows; yet we are not to ſuppoſe they make it their 
rern huſineſs to preach and write in direct oppoſition to any 
apital doctrines of the goſpel, as open profeſſed adver- 
* ſaries.—He himſelf clears them from this charge, even 
by the very diſtinction kept up all along in his Letters, 
between popular preachers, and thoſe whom he calls 
W1:loſophical and Fafhronable divines. He grants, that he 
Fight be © * referred to many paſſages in their treatiſes, 
* aſſerting almoſt every branch of the chriſtian doctrine 
* Vol. T. P. 42, 8 . ö 
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de jn Seeds not eaſily to be contradicted; ” tho' he think: 
« he might fairly ſhow a compleat ſyſtem of ſelf. de. 
e pendence contained in theſe ſame treatifes.” And he 
can aſſure us, that“ the paſtors he ſpeaks of, well knoy 
„ how to ſeaſon and mix up the chriſtian truth with 
ce proper ingredients, to ſuit the taſte of the people 
and the people accordingly flock in multitudes afte 
* them.”---The force of this refection by the way, 


might perhaps be tried with equal certainty, whenever 


we read of the multitudes that attended upon the 
preaching of our Lord himſelf, and his apoſtles. 
But he opens the cauſe of the quarrel more plainly in 
vol. firſt, p. 28, edit. 3d, and ſhows what ſort of men 
he aims at, how far he acquits, and for what he con- 
demns them. I ſpeak not of thoſe who have em. 
«* ployed their weapons againſt the perſon and work of 
© Chriſt, endeavonring to make us loſe ſight of him aj 
« a divine perſon, and of his acting as the ſubſtitute and 
< repreſentative of ſinners in the whole of his obedience 
© unto death; ſuch as have got any taſte of the good 
* word of God, are not in the greateſt danger of beinp 
« ſubverted by theſe: but I ſpeak of thoſe teachers, who 
© having largely inſiſted on the corruption of human 
© nature, concluded the whole world guilty before God, 
2 eloquently ſet forth the neceſſity of the atonement, 
zealouſly maintained the ſcripture doctrine concerning 
* the perlon and work of Chriſt ; yet, after all, leave 
aus as much in the dark as to our comfort, as if Jeſus 
e Chriſt had never appeared; and mark out as inſuper- 
te able a taſk for us, as if he had not finiſhed his work; 
ie while, with great aſſiduity and earneſtneſs, they are 
- buſted in \ deſcribing to us, animating us with variovs 
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« in words not eaſily to be contradicted; tho he think 
« he might fairly ſhow a compleat ſyſtem of ſelf. de. 
00 pendence « contained in theſe fame treatifes.” And he 
can aſſure us, that © tne paſtors he ſpeaks of, well know 
« how to ſcaſon and mix up the chriſtian truth with 
e proper ingredients, to ſuit the taſte of the people 
and the people accordingly flock in multitudes aftc 
* them.”---The force of this refleddzon by the way, 
might perhaps be tried with equal certainty, whenever 
we read of the multitudes that attended upon the 
preaching of our Lord himſelf, and his apoſtles. 
But he opens the cauſe of the quarrel more plainly in 
vol. firſt, p. 28, edit. 3d, and ſhows what fort of men 
he aims at, how far he acquits, and for what he con- 
demns them. I ſpeak not of thoſe who have em- 
_ * ployed their weapons againſt the perſon and work o 
© Chriſt, endeavouring to make us loſe ſight of him 2 
« a divine perſon, and of his acting as the ſubſtitute and 
« repreſentative of ſinners in the whole of his obedience 
e unto death ; ſuch as have got any taſte of the good 
* word of God, are not in the greateſt danger of being 
* ſubverted by theſe : but I ſpeak of thoſe teachers, who 
e having largely inſiſted on the corruption of hum: 
© nature, concluded the whole world guilty before God, 
* eloquently ſet forth the neceſſity of the atonement, 
* zealouſly maintained the ſcripture doctrine concerning 
© the perton and work of Chriſt ; yet, after all, leave 
te us as much in the dark as fo our comfort, as if Jeſus 
ec * Chriſt had never appeared ; and mark out as inſuper 
Lable a taſk for us, as if he had not finiſhed his work 
while, with great aſſiduity and earneſtneſs, they are 
© buſted | in een to us, animatin 1g us with variov 
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wholly in the dark as to our comfort, and mark out an 


inſuperable taſk for us in order to gain faith and make 
out our connexion with Chriſt, Or, in a more conciſe _ 


view, the Controverſy turns upon theſe following queſ- 
tions ... What is faith * How 1s it to be obtained ? In 
what manner are we to gain comfort by the Goſpel ? 


Now we mult obſerve in the firſt place that tho he 


finds the greateſt fault with Mr. Hervey's deſcription of 
faith, viz, Faith is a real perſuaſon that Chriſt died 


which he meets with in any other popular writings. 


faith even in the moſt celebrated authors, and that 


He will admit no ſuch terms as receiving, applying to, 
truſting in, or reſting on Cbriſt, into the definition of 


from all theſe modes of deſcription, he chooſes to call 


e may not leave us wholly in the dark about his mean- 
ng, he tells us, Vol. 2. p. 29. © The apoſtles uſed the 
word faith or belief in the ſame ſenſe we do to this 


believe what any man ſays, when we are perſuaded, 
that what he ſays is true. There is no difference be- 
* twixt our believing any common teſtimony, and our 

* believing that of the goſpel, but what ariſes from the 


John ſtates the matter, 1. John, g. 9, Jf we re- 
ceive the witneſs of men, the witneſs of God is greater ; 
* vid. Corr, with "Fr OR ans Hee pl 


ar me; yet he condemns every other account of faith 
He means to oppoſe © the moſt laboured deſcriptions of 


' when they ſtudy the greateſt niceneſs and accuracy. * 


faith: but that he may keep at the greateſt diſtance 


aith, A bare perſuafion of the bare truth, or a ſimple 
erſuafion of the truth of the atonement. However, that 


g 16 


day in common diſcourſe. We are properly ſaid to 


very nature of the teſtimony. For thus the apoſtle 


e 


11 


( 24 ) 

* ſo muſt produce greater certainty or firmneſs of per. 
* ſuaſion. When once a man believes a teſtimony, he 
* becomes poſſeſſed of a truth; and that truth may be 
« ſaid to be bis faith, Yea, we have no idea of truth 
but with reference to its being believed... , And again, 
ce P. 30, Every one who believes the ſame truth which 
the apoſtles believed, has equally precious faith with 

them. + He has unfeigned faith, and ſhall affuredly 

* be ſaved. If any man's faith be found inſufficient to 
e 5 „ (ave 


* 


A 


A 


t However ſimple a thing the belief of any common teſtimony may 
ſeem at firſt thought, it admits of many modes or gradual diverſities, 
even though the general ideas communicated by the teſtimony remain 
very much the ſame ; and the impreſſions, or effeëts of the perſuaſion, 
depend both upon the importance of the thing teſtified, and the 
ſtrength of evidence in which they appear to the mind. Almoſt all 
Our ideas are in ſome reſpects complex, made up of various parts, like 
external objeCts of ſight; capable of being view'd and compared with 
different degrees of accuracy, and in different ſituations and combina» 
tions; and accordingly they ſtrike the mind with greater or leſs force, 
not merely as they appear in general either to be true or falſe, or be- 
come ſuperficially known, but as we ſee many particulars compre- 

hendeèd in them exciting attention, and conſider their relation to our 
preſent or future welfare, or how they are accommodated to our pecu- 
liar condition, or call us to activity. A Perſon condemned to ſtarve 
to death in a priſon, at a time of general ſcarcity, may believe the 
report of a plentiful importation of corn with as much certainty as 
others who expect to enjoy the benefit of it; but it will affect him 
very differently, becauſe he expects no benefit to himſelf from it: and 
this inſtance may illuſtrate the difference betwixt the faith of Devils, 
and that which is effectual to the ſalvation of men. It is alſo plain to 
the obſervation of every thinking perſon, that there is a great difference | 
betwixt believing things ſuppoſed to be at a great diſtance, and thoſe 
which are view'd very near; things in which our own intereſt is con- 
cerned, and ſuch as relate chiefly to other men; thoſe things with 
which our higheſt hope and happineſs plainly appear to be connected, 
and ſuch as ſeem to touch but a part, and that ſome very ſmall part 
of our intereſt, Likewiſe, the very ſame Object in various views and 
ey _ connections 


* 1 
« ſave him, it is owing to this, that what he believed 
« for truth, was not the very ſame that the apoſtles be- 
« lieved, but ſome lie connected with or dreſſed up in 
« the formof truth. Again, Vol. 2. P. 193, © If any 
« conſideration beſide or along with the ſacrifice of 


connections may appear very beautiful and deſirable to one man, 
which is taſteleſs and even offenſive to another. To inquire critically 


the very ſame thing,would require a conſiderable volume, and perhaps 
would not be a trifling imployment for ſome maſterly pen. But from 
theſe curſory hints it may appear, that the diſtinction which our au- 
thor makes betwixt ſaving faith and that which is common to the 
generality of profeſſors is extremely looſe in a religious view, eſpecially 


can determine whether his own faith is the very ſame with that of the 


of the ſame general objects, and in the ſtrength and brightneſs of thoſe 


who have only a general, ineffectual, tranſient knowledge, as the un- 


believed, but to believe them with the ſame ftrength and clearneſs, or 


of love and obedience to Chriſt, What we believe may be true, and 
yet our faith may be inſufficient to ſave us, becauſe the truth does not 
appear in its ful} light and importance. In ſtrict propriety, Truth can 


view. 2 
v 


« Chriſt be admitted into one's faith, or held requiſite for 
« his juſtification before God, that conſideration, what 


into all theſe differences in the belief of what in general appears to be 


as it relates to our comfort, however ſtrictly philoſophical : for who 


Apoſtles, merely becauſe he ſeems to believe the very ſame things ? 
There may be a vaſt difference in the minute and circumſtantial views 


views, which may be difcovered by the immediate or more remote 
effects, but can never be determined in any other way—— There-_ 
fore in the ſacred writings, they are ſometimes ſaid to believe, 


fruitful hearers deſcribed by the ſtony ground, in the parable of the 
ſower ; but that peculiar faith connected with ſalvation is diſtinguiſhed _ 
in the new teſtament both by the internal and external feats as 
it produces love, hope, joy, &c. in the heart, and all ſobriety, righteouſneſs, 
and godlineſs, in practice. Upon the whole we may conclude, that it 
is neceſſary, not only to believe the very ſame things which the apoftles 


with ſuch.convincing effectual evidence, as will produce the ſame kind 


never be ſaid to be mixed with any Lie; for it is impoſſible that any 
thing ſhou'd be both true and falſe at the ſame time, and in the ſame 


* ever ... 
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may be a more convenient place to ſhow what encour. 


; (26) 
« ever it be, is his righteouſneſs ; that is the center and 
s ſpring of his charity and hope, ſo the leading principle 
« of his life.“ „ 
I ſhall not at preſent take notice of ſeveral exception 
which may be made againſt his account of zhe faith 
@obich ſaves men. In the progreſs of this enquiry there 


agement he gives his readers to build their hope upon x 
very ſuperficial and ineffectual knowledge of the atone. 
ment. Let us ſuppoſe he means neither more nor leſs, 
by the /imple perſuaſion of the truth, than that knowlege 
of Jeſus Chriſt which is connected with eternal life; 
agreable to the words of our Lord himſelf, John 17. 3. 
And this is liſe eternal, that they might know thee the only 
true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent ; and ac- 
cording to the current ſtyle of the apoſtle John in his 
epiſtles, in which 4now:ng Chri/t is a phraſe often uſed 
for believing in him. I am very ready to grant that ait 
7s a peculiar kind of knowledge of Chriſt ; or that the moſt 
_ imple notion of the faith of the new teſtament is this, 


viz, that it is a clear and effeFual perception of the truth 


and importance of what the goſpel declares concerning Teſus 
Cbriſt as the Son of God and Savior of ſinners. | 


Let us now fee whether the faith of the popular 
Preachers is ſo widely different from the foregoing ac- 


count of the faith of the neu- teſtament, that they muſt 
be doom'd to perdition as conſpirators againſt it. 

If we may have leave to explain Mr. Hervey's notion 
of faith in as favorable a manner as is conſiſtent with the 


tenor of his writings, and the method in which he him- 


ſelf illuſtrates it; in as favorable a manner as our author 
would defire to have his owa notions explained; it * 


— — 


— 


4 


4-27 ) 


be no difficult taſk to ſhow that Mr. Sandeman's con- 


troverſy with him,in that reſpec, turns out to be- uch 


ado about not bing. 80 „„ 

There are evidently two very diſtinct parts in that de- 
ſcription of faith which Mr. Hervey has given us, viz. 
1. There muſt be a perſuaſion that Teſts Chrift died, 
j. e, died as a facrifice for ſins: which our author him- 


ſelf affirms to be the faith inſiſted on in the goſpel, thè 


only faith that ſaves men: ſo he has no manner of rea- 


ſon to find fault thus far, or charge Aſpaſio and his 


friends with oppoſing the goſpel doctrine of faith. 2. 


There muſt be a particular application of this general 


truth thit Chriſt died for finners ; the perſon who be- 
lieves it, muſt have an appropriate perſuaſion of it, as a 
truth of peculiar importance with reſpe& to himſelf, ſo 
that it may appear in a peculiar line of direction to him 


as a ſinner who may enjoy the benefit of the Savior's 


death. It may be ſuppoſed very juſtly, that Aſpaſio 


does not mean to inſiſt upon a full aſſurance of hope ass 
eſſential to the faith that ſaves men; but only ſome 
lower degree of comfortable hope, ariſing from the view 
which a ſinner has of the death of Chriſt as a ſufficient 
ſacrifice to take away his fins in particular: and ſo this 
latter part of Aſpaſio's deſcription of faith amounts to no 
more than this, viz, that ſaving faith includes in it's 
nature ſome good hope in the man who believes, as to 


the forgiveneſs of his own ſins. New, notwithſtand- 


ing a great part of the letters was wrote in oppoſition to 
this latter part of Aſpaſios faith, it would puzzle the 
moſt ſubtle metaphyſician to ſhow the difference betwixt 1 
this comfortable hope ariſing from an appropriate view of 
Chriſt's death, and that quiet of conference, comfort or | 


(23) 
happineſs, which Mr. Sandeman himſelf affirms to be 
inſeparably connected with the perſuaſion of what Chtiſt 
has done. He tells us + © What Chriſt hath done, i; 
e that which pleaſes God; what he hath done, is that 
© which quiets the guilty conſcience of a man as ſoon 
e as he knows it; fo that whenever he hears of it, he 
* has no occaſion for any other queſtion but this, IS i- 
* true or not? if he finds it true, he is happy; if not he 

can reap no comfort by it. If then we flight the com. 
** fort ariſing from the bare perſuaſion of this, it muſt 
be owing, at bottom, to our ſlighting the bare work 
Hof Chriſt, our conſidering it as too narrow, a founda- 
tion whereon to reſt the whole weight of our accep- 
ee tance with God.“ And in his third letter, he chal. | 
* lenges any ſpirit that ſhall dare to whiſper, © that no 
comfort or benefit can be derived from the bare per- 
| ſuaſion of what God hath wrought.” Again in his 
| © fifth letter, § he ſays, However lightly ſome talk of 
the bare perſuaſion of the truth, every man who has 
been thoroughly pinched with the impoſſibility of 

| © hope on every other ſide, will find therein a refreſh- 
| © ment to his mind, far ſuperior to all the comforts he 
ever taſted in life before. Will the news of a plen- i 

_ © teous importation of cern, in the time of famine, give fo 
«joy to many ready to periſh, and revive even the I © 
** pooreſt with the hope that they may be fed? willit N p 
give new life to thoſe ſuffering ſhipwreck to hear that I * 
| © relief is haſtening to them? will the inhabitants of ; 
: 


— 2 — — 


any city rejuice, in hearing that a great and liberal 
* Prince is to take his reſidence among them ? are men 
greatly comforted on many ſuch occafions in life, 
8 ak + Vol. I, p. 32. t Vol, 1. p. 117. | $ Vol. 2. P. 150. . 


» 
* 


} 


(29) 
t while yet no man knows certainly but his preſent day 
« may be his laſt ? and ſhall it give no joy to rebels 
« againſt the ſovereign of the univerſe, to hear that it is 
« found conſiſtent with the honor of all the laws of his 
« kingdom and the higheit glory of the ſovereign to ad- 
mit even the moſt obnoxious among them to be his 
« friends and favorites? Surely it will; and ſurely fo it 
« has done in all ages.” Here we may remark, that all 
theſe inſtances, which he brings to illuſtrate the com- 
fort ariſing from the good news of falvaticn by Chriſt, 
| neceſſarily ſuppoſe, that the perſons comforted receive 
the good news as having ſome relation to themſelves as 
well as others; unleſs we may affir m that a miſerable 
perſon will be relieved under his miſery by hearing fome- 
thing which has no manner of reſpect to his own caſe. 
Every degree of hope, or comfort, to a finner hitherto 
conſidered as in a ſtate of deſpair, muſt imply a change 
in his apprehenſions of his own caſe ; his hope muſt have 
ſome reſpect to himſelf, i.e. there muſt be ſome kind of 
appropriation in his knowlege of the ſavior, before he 
can find any refreſhment to his mind; and if this refreſh- 
ment is“ far ſuperior to all the comforts he ever taſted 
in life before, the appropriation mult be very clear and 
full, for the perſon who juſt before looked upon himſelf 
extremely miſerable, now feels himſelf ſurprizingly hap- | 
py. I think it muſt appear quite evident to every impag= | 
tial reader, from this repreſentation of the diſpute ben 
f & twixt Aſpaſio and our author about the deſcription of 
| © faith which the former gives us, that it is merely aſtrife 
2 about words; Mr. Hervey will not allow that a man 
can have ſaving faith till he is perſuaded that Chriſt's 
death has ſome comfortable aſpe& on his owg caſe as a | 
33) inner, 
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dquieted, he immediately derives comfort and benefit from 
this knowlege, and is Happy. He muſt be able to ſpl 
Hairs who can ſee any material difference in theſe ſent, 
ments. Perhaps we may be told, that Mr. Herve 
makes this appropriation an eſſential part of faith, where. 


3s very little to the purpoſe ; for, beſides that, what is . 
_ Infeparably connected with faith, may juſtly be made par 
of the deſcription ; it the Object of faith, viz. Jeſus Chrij 
and bis work, has any relation to my own 3 


advantage but in this relation, and + ſo an appropriating 
advertency, carries the matter too far, and blends the 
aſſurance of hope with the aſſurance of faith, which 
_ ought to be kept diſtinct; and ſo leads his readers to 


and evidences of faith, that they may gain a full perſua- 


the truth of the atonement ? or lead men off from their 
regard to it as the foundation of hope? Far from it. Wc 
The 1 and great ang which he teaches men to be- In 


( 30 ) 


ſinner, ſo that he can find ſome relief and joy in the be 
lieving view of it: Mr. Sandeman makes a buſtle to qq. 
poſe him, and yet tells us that as ſoon as a man is per. 
ſuaded of what Chriſt has done, his guilty conſcience i 


as ſaving faith reſpects only the work of Chriſt, and nat 
any thing in or relating to ourſelves : and that this hope 
or comfort is the effect of faith, not faith itſelf. But thi 


as a finner, it cannot be known or viewed to any real 


knowlege of Chriſt belongs to the very eſſence of faith, 
However, let it be granted that Mr. Hervey, thro in- 


thoſe works of obedience which are properly the fruits 


fion of their own perſonal claim to the benefits of 
Chriſt's death, before he will encourage them to think 
they have ſaving faith: .. Muſt he be cenſured as guilty, 
of a pernicious error ? a damning fin ? Does he deny 


lee 


(31) 
ve is that Chrift died to make atonement for ſins, and 
hat his death is the only ground of acceptance with 


hat he ſuppoſes no man has ſuch a perſuaſion of the 
ame time he has good aſſurance of his own juſtification 
y the imputed righteouſneſs, ſo that he can ſpeak with 
hold the ſame notion of faith, are ſometimes much em- 


barraſſed, while they endeavour to comfort their con- 


ave unwarily blended two things together, in theirown 


cient aſſurance make the appropriation and ſay, Chriſt 


yet they cannot conſider them as unbelievers, becauſe 


ſpirit and temper of chriſtians : ſo they conclude,nothing 


knowing their own perſonal intereſt in him. 


od: and all the crime he can be charged with is this, 
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tonement as may be called ſaving faith, unleſs at the 


he ſame confidence as Thomas did,“ © My Lord and 
my God.” By this, indeed, He, and his friends who 


erts with hope in Chriſt, Not obſerving that they 


natures quite diſtin, they find themſelves in ſome ca- 
ſes intangled : ſome of their hearers ſeem to have faith, 
Ws far as it conſiſts in the knowlege or perſuaſion that 
Chriſt died for ſinners ; but yet they cannot with ſuffi- 


died for me. In this caſe what can be done? They find 
: difficulty in declaring ſuch to be believers, becauſe this 
z contradictory to their own definition of faith; but 


they appear to be perſuaded of the truth and neceſſity of 
the facrifice of Chriſt, and in many reſpects to have the 


1s wanting but farther encouragement, to remove ſome _ 
remaining ſcruples in theſe converts concerning their 
own claim,that they may have jeyful confidence inChriſt, 


Thus it is eaſy to account for their directing perſons. 
so far inlightened in the knowlege of Chriſt, to do ma- 
Iny things in order to obtain full confidence of the for- 

= „ _ givenels 
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giveneſs of their own fins thro the atonement, or afſy, 


cible from them as may warrant us to cenſure ſuch 
writers as enemies to the ſaving truth, or phariſaica 
teachers. The worſt that can follow from this notion 


diſcouragement of a believer ariſe from what the mnifter 


(32) 


rance of ſalvation by Chriſt ; and tho' their ſentiment 
appear ſomewhat confuſed, and inconſiſtent when com. 
pared together, yet no ſuch fatal conſequences are dedy. 


of faith is,that it may keep back ſome real chriſtians from Ty 
enjoying that comfort which ſprings from the firſt clex N ever 
perſuaſion of the excellency of Chriſt's character and they 
work: tho' they ſee the glory of divine grace as it re-. Ml ;-c 
ſpecs ſinners in general; yet they are not ſatisfied that I thoſ 
they themſelves may claim a right to the promiſes of N vece 
the goſpel as believers ; and fo cannot rejoice in theit N we 
own deliverance from guilt and condemnation, becauſe MW dien 
they ſuppoſe no man can be a believer till all doubts as to Ml fit! 
| Himſelf are ſo far removed, that he is perſuaded Chriſt MW, 
% ß the 
But this is one great objection againft Aſpaſio; this the. 
is the complaint exhibited againſt him; that he © di- fat 
courages ſuch as God comforts, and leads forward thoſeMW:: tt 
whom God holds at a diſtance.” Very ſtrange ! Wil un 
Mr. Sandeman then allow ſo much to depend on mini- Ho 
flerial authority or inſtruction? Does the comfort or ma; 


ſays to him? Is it in his power to keep that man from 
comfort who has faith? We are ſometimes told, that 
comfort immediately flows from the knowlege of th 
truth; that .* it gives at once ſuperiour refreſhment ; 


yet, when it will ſerve his turn better, our author can 
change his note, and ſuſpend the believer's quiet of con- F 
ſcience upon the {kill and addreſs of the teacher. How ; 


. 


fu. ut there 15 any juſt cauſe for ſuch a complaint againſt 
ents WF Aſpaſio ; there is abundant reaſon to think the ſame or 
m. ¶ greater may be juſtly made againſt the Complainant, who 
du. viſcourages and dooms to deſtruction multitudes whom 
uch God comforts, chiefly becauſe they refuſe to be tried by 
ucal WW his ſtandard. - 
tion After all, it may be allowed, that i it 1s very prepoſter- 
rom I ous for Aſpaſio ad his Friends to put men upon doing 
lea every thing requiſite to the full aſſurance of hope, before 
ang by give. them encouragement to entertain any de- 
te: gree of hope. Fallibility is the motto of all writings but 
that bose which are divine, and whatever aſſiſtance we may 
ar receive from the labors of the wiſeſt and beſt of men, 
ber eve muſt be cautious of yielding implicit. faith or obe- 
alc Wl dience. Yet ſince Mr.Hervey and the preachers of the fame 
is to faith continually point their hearers toCEr:/? as the Lord 
il our righteouſneſs,and only keep them back from drawing 
che ſettled concluſion that they have ſaving faith, till 
this W they have attained ſome affurance of hope 1 in the very 
1 fame way which'is taught in the ſcriptures, woet ſpirit 
noſe WY tnat which proclaims them enemies to the goſpel, and 
Wil wilful deceivers and deſtroyers of mankind ? Who art 
"mi thou that judgeſt another man's Servant ? to his own 
45 maſter be ſtandeth or falleth ; yea, he foal! be bolden Up, 


for God is able to make him ſtand. 


furniſhes us with a very good apology for all who hold 


tural account of the way by which ſuch preachers were 
led into the miſtake about the nature of faith. In his 


9 * donne perhaps, finding all their endeavors * 
F the 


A writer, who is highly commended in n the letters, 


Mr. Hervey's deſcription of faith, giving an eaſy and na- 


Himony of the King of Martyrs, Edinburg, p. 221, he 


2 ? 
— — - — ” — 000 =y 4090 99 oy — — — — — 
2 — 3 = ei. Ce _ — —_— —— 8 > —— — — Io TIRES 
* 8 — A 3 an ER SES & 535 8 22 Eb. 1. EN | — 2 OI 1 5 . 


— 


my 
2 


8 Cr 


— — & —_ n ao 
* *. I 8 ona. A, hd 8 


— —yy— —— —ü4ͤ—) — 
— . bs EEE. = 
+ G _—_ o woe Q F - 


— 


— 


( 34) wy 
te the aſſurance of hope, without the lively faith of thi; 
te great truth of the goſpel, altogether fruitleſs ; and 
e being at length brought to a clear and ſure belief of 
* this truth, and finding their conſeiences quieted, the 
«diſpoſition of their heart changed by the influence of b 


ce this truth, and hope atiſing in their ſouls; they have 0 

* jmagined, that all this flow d at firſt from an aſſurance Ml © f 
of Chriſt's being made fully theirs, and a certainty of their . { 
[ * own ſalvation by him, and fo they have made that the =, 
| * nature of faith,” Thus we have good reaſon to ſup- 1 | 
i poſe them to have ſaving faith themſelves, and to aim to MI _ | 
| teach others that ſame knowledge of Chriſt, which is the Bu 
| real ground of their own hope; and yet intangle them- Wl *" 
i ſelves in ſome difficulties and contradictions for want of Pf 
\ keeping up in their own minds a clearer diſtinQion be- de 
| twixt the aſſurance of faith and the aſſurance of bope. th 
q ©» Nay; our author himſelf diſcovers great tender- Cl 
| neſs towards ſome writers of the ſixteenth century, who W ® 
1 held the ſame notions of faith with many modern po- f 
pular. preachers, and ſo doubtleſs were guilty of the fame MW © 
incopfiſtencies. In his fifth letter, vol. 2d, p. 145, Wl © 


$ glancing at the Martyrs of that century (as we learn K 
from the table of contents) he ſays, © What if ſome of 7 
« theſe, who, in the courſe of their ſuffering for Chriſt, ! 
e were aſſured of their being his friends, having theic ! 
_ © eye chiefly on what they then experienced, unwarily WY 
e ſuppoſed, that this aſſurance was in the nature of ſay- { 
ing faith? What if, after having, at the riſk of all 1! 
tt that was dear to them in the world, maintained the 
« work of Chriſt to be the ſole requifite to juſtification, I * 
| jn proceeding to diſcourſe of faith, they often choſe to 
| _ © conſider it as a principle of life and action; and ac- 
E-1 J 


(35) 


«*.cordingly ſtudied to diſtinguiſh it from counterfeits, 
« by deſcribing it in connection with it's genuine fruits 
« and effects, in order to guide profeſſors of the faith in 
« their ſelf. examination? And what if, not having their 
« eye at once upon all the arts by which the truth might 
« be undermined, they did not, on every occaſion, ſuffi- 
« ciently attend to all the apoſtolic diſtinctions about 
« faith? What is to be inferred from hence? Shall we 
« ſay, that theſe friends of Chriſt would have approved 
« that aſſurance of an intereſt in him, which men now 
pretend to acquire by ſome heart work, in a full con- 
« ſiſtency with their worldly eaſe and reputation?“ 

But why all this tenderneſs towards theſe ancient leaders 


in the Reformation, while he is ſo ſevere againſt many 


propagators of the ſame faith in theſe days? Why may 
not the ſame apology ſerve alike for all? If we look over 
the writings of thoſe famous ſufferers in the cauſe of 
Chriſt, we ſhall find them all great friends to heart Work, 
many of them largely, inſiſting upon Exerciſes pre- 
paratorꝝ to faith, giving various directions and encourage- 
ments, and ſpeaking ſometimes as darkly about the na- 


ture of faith as any moderns: but what is more remar= {| 


kable, they were the maſter workmen in building ub 
thoſe very churches in proteſtant nations, which now are 
indiſcriminately cenſured by this new Reformer as genu- 
ine DAUGUTERs of the MorHER of HAakLoTs. * But 
whatever miſtakes ' they may be charged with, it 
ſeems the greateſt may eaſily be overlook'd in thoſe ve- 
nerable writers...../hy. more in them than many modern 
writers ?.. Becauſe they ſuffered perſecution and mar- 
tyrdom.....Can no man prove tys faith to be ſaving unleſs | 
n y ad 5M 


© 


be 
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He dies @ martyr ?.. Who knows, but the faith of ma; 


whom Mr, Sandeman per/ſecutes with his pen, with ſuch 
bitterneſs, might be ſufficient to bear them up unde 


the greateſt real ſufferings, as well as reproaches,and en. 


able them to endure the loſs of ſubſtance, all that they 
hold dear, and even life itſelf ? If he will be at the troy. 
ble to look back, in our own hiſtory, about a Century, 
he may be furniſhed with many examples of ſuffering, 
among the very ſame writers againſt whem be makes it 
His buſineſs to exclaim as the worſt of Impoſtors. 
Let us now hear what he ſays againſt thoſe who de. 


ſcribe faith in a different manner from Mr. Hervey, viz, 
by receiving, applying to, truſting in, and reſting upun 
Jeſus Chrijt for ſalvation. He tells us freely, Vol. 2. 


P. 63, That where the faith neceſſary to juſtification 
* 15 deſcribed, every epithet, word, name; or phraſe, 


fo 


ſeriptive of the truth believed, but of ſome good mo- 
tion, diſpoſition, or exerciſe of the human ſoul about 


«c 


£4 


ing our wap, to blindfold and decoy us; to impoſe up- 
on us, and make us take braſs for gold, and chaff for 
wheat ; to lead us to eſtabliſh our own, in oppoſition 
© to the divine righteouſneſs ; even while our mouths 
* and our ears are filled with- high ſounding words a- 
«© bout the latter. In vain ſhall we conſult catechiſms, 


«<£ 


<* confeſſions, and other publickly authorized ſtandards 
b of doctrine, for direction here. Theſe are framed by 
the wiſdom of the ſcribes, and diſputers of this world. 
Very freely ſaid indeed! More freely than becomes any 
man who pretends to the name of a chriſtian. Dare he 
affirm, that every one, who deſcribes faith by receiving | 


234”. * — 


prefixed or ſubjoined to FAITEH, not meant as de- 


it, is IN TEN BED, and really ſerves, inſtead. of clear- 


e ee mn 


(377 


rift, truſting in bim &c. or diſtinguiſheth it by any 
ſuch epithets as a true ſincere, lively faith &c, including 
not only the truth believed, but ſome exerciſe of the 
mind in believing, really iNTzNDs te blindfold, decoy, 
and impoſe upon us! If they are wrong, may it not 
roceed from ſome miſtake, conſiſtent with a good and 
honeſt deſign ? and may not the error be ſuch as very 
little affects the capital truth; They muſt be bad men 
indeed, who try to impoſe upon us, in a matter of ſuch 
infinite Concern as our juſtification before God! And is 
this the character of the whole aſſembly of divines who 
compoſed the catechiſms commonly receiv'd, and the 
confeſſion of faith? Do theſe abridgments of ſcripture 
doctrine, which, in the main, preſerve an evident con- 
for mity to the ſacred ſtandard of faith, deſerve no better 
compliment than .... the w:/dom of the ſcribes, and diſ- 
zutes of this world S. . But Why f... No doubt, becauſe 
they diſcover an intention to blindfold and deceive us, 
by deſcribing faith as an exerciſe of the mind, or motion 
of the ſoul towards Jeſus Chriſt, when we are told..... 
« That faith in Jeſus Chriſt is a ſaving grace, whereby 
we receive and reſt upon him alone for ſalvation, as be is 
offered to us in the goſpel. This definition he keeps in 
his eye, and, having proceeded a few pages farther, 
takes an opportunity to burleſque it. In a reflection up- 
on the popular doctrine concerning the truth of grace 
in the Nears, Vol. 2. P. 102, he ſays, When our 
te ſyſtems deſcribe faith to us, as a ſaving grace beftow- 
* ed on us, by which we make uſe of Chriſt for ſalva- 
© tion; are we not led to think of ſome grace neceſſa- 
* ry to our ſalvation, beſide what appeared whenChrilt, 
by the grace of God, taſted death for the fins of 155 5 


/ y 


_ Chriſt is making uſe of him; whereas no ſuch uſe of 
him is implied in or connected with faith; or, in other 
words, it is not neceſſary that we ſhould receive Chriſ 


the nature of faith, as it is managed againſt thoſe divine 


6 the object, Jeſus Chriſt. That we may underſtand 


22 Cor. 8. 7. 


(38) 
This queſtion may properly be anſwered by aſking one 
or two more of the ſame kind... When the apoſtle ſays to 
the Corinthians, * As ye abound in every thing, in faith, in 
utterance, and knowlege, and in all diligence, and in your 
love to us, fee that ye abound in Tuis GRACE alſo, (ie, 
the grace of liberality for which he had been commend. 
ing the churches of Macedonia) are we not led to think 
of ſome other grace beſide that which appeared in the 
death of Chriſt ? And if liberality may be called a Trace, 
why not faith alſo; eſpecially ſince the apoſtle dog 
not ſcruple to call it a grace in this ſame verſe, as ap. 
pears by the connexion ? And if men are ſaved by faith, 
why may not Faith be called a ſaving grace? But he 
intends a farther ſatyre, in the turn he gives to that-part 
of the definition, by which aue receive, and reſt upon hin 
alone for ſalvation, thus, .. by which we make uſe of 
Chriſt for ſalvation:“ tho' if there is any true point in 
this wit, it muſt be this, that receiving and reſting on 


Feſus the Lord, or truſt in him for ſalvation, _ 
This brings us to the narrow of the controverſy about 


who deſcribe it by receiving, applying to, truſting in, 
reſting on Chriſt, &c. and often diftinguiſh it by the e- 
pithets true, ſincere, lively, &c : for all theſe terms and 
phraſes are uſed, not as deſcriptive of the truth believed, 
but of ſome affection or diſpoſition of the ſoul towards 


9 


our author's general objection againſt all theſe werds and 


ee ng | 
hraſes, we muſt obſerve, that he makes no diſtinction 
| 8 AQ s . * 

betwixt faith and the truth believed; i. e, he conſiders 


5a Fith as a mere paſſive perception of the object, quite 
(le, Niginct from all the actings of the mind with reſpect to 
wh hat is prefented to it, or any paſſions and affections 
in 


produced by the view. He ſays, When once a 
« man believes a teſtimony, he becomes poſſeſſed of a 
"0c, WW truth, and that 7ruzb may be ſaid to be his faith. Yea, 
dos He we have no idea of truth, but with reference to its 
ap- , being believed. The queſtion about faith muſt be 
. {et aſide, when the inquiry turns upon, how a man 


part * Vol, 2. p. 20, 30, . * 
* + There is as much difference betwixt the fruth to be believed and 
{the lie F of it, as there is betwixt the Oſject iiſelf preſented before the 
eye, and the perception of it by the mind - the perception muſt corre- 
nt in Wſpond to the object in view ; but to ſet aſide intirely the conſideration 
8 on ol the mind's atentiou to the thing preſented to it, and tell us that ſee- 
1 0 ing means nothing elſe but the 03je on which the eye is fixed, or that 
e of believing means no more than the truth believed, muſt appear to every 
ther man of common ſenſe, the moſt ridiculous trifling; and to introduce 
rift fuch odd phito/aphy into religion muſt be to impoſe upon men with 
8 vain deceit, Perception is ſo connected with the activity of the mind, 
5 in viewing, comparing, judging &c, that it is impoſſible, by the ni- 
bout I ceſt analyſis, to ſeperate theſe operations intirely from the image or 


vines MW imprefion of the object. When any truth is preſented to the mind, 


5 in be perception of it as Truth, may be called believing ; but this neceſ- 
8 ith arily implies ſome judgment paſſed upon it by the mind, ſome power 
je e- of diſtinguiſhing betwixt truth and falſhood, by which we determine 
and WM that this ig truth. And ſuch an actual judgment and aſſent to the 
ved kuth, is fo connected with the perception, that however diſtinct it 
i MW nay be from perception in its own nature, it is inſeparable from it. 
Thus, the perception of an amiable object as amiable, is connected 
tand M vith the affection of love, fo cloſely, that we cannot but conſider them 
and together; tho? it would be a very aukward account of love, for any 
nan to tell us it means nothing elſe but the object of love, becauſe that 
„ vhich he loves may be called hig love or delight; ſuch a way of talking 
ends to deſtroy all diſtinétions of things, and confound all language. 
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cc he put on the apoſtolic doctrine about the way of ſal. 
whole diſpute, betwixt him and all thoſe divines whom 


duſt for nothing. For he and they do not differ abcut 
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be affected by the object. But he himſelf ſets aſide 
every thing relating to this Jatter queſtion ; and ſo how- 


all to the purpoſe, becauſe he and they pen of faith 
un quite different ſenſes. 


verſy. But our author will make this plea for himſelf, 
That thoſe divines, whole deſcriptions of faith he op- 
this truth, that Chrif died ic Jor ſinners, can juſtify men, 


if they have not deſcribed this truth, he has a right to 


ſenſe they deſcribe it. Now tho' this ſeems plau- 


(4) 
18 affected by the teltimony which be believes ? his 
paſſions and affections are ſet in motion, according to 
« the nature of the thing teſtified, or according as thy 
<© teſtimony brings him matter of joy or grief, hope 0 
<« fear. .. He who is juſtified by faith, is juſtified by 
what he believes... Let us then lay aſide all queſtions 


about faith, or how a man believes ; and let the only 
ce queſtion be. What does he believe? what ſenſe doe 


K 


** 


* 


0 


A 


ey 


* 
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ec vation.” 


Now according to this account of faith, the 
he oppolcs, is over at once, and he has raiſed all thi 
the queſtion, Nhat muſt à man ral ang ? they hold and 
teach that men muſt believe the perſon and work of 


Chriſt as the ſaviour of finners ; but about the achivih 
of the Mind in believing, or how a man muſt believe and 


ever warm his oppoſition ſeems to be, it is nothing at 
Here then we might finiſh this part of the *contro- 


poſes, plainly undertake to deſcribe that faith which is 
neceſſary to juſtification; and therefore fince nothing but 
oppoſe them in his own ſenſe of faith, in whatever other 


Able, yet it will appear to be very little to the purpeß 
L 


- 


(41) 


if we only confider what muſt be the uſe and deſign of 
every formal definition or deſcription of faith. No ſum- 
mary deſcription or definition would be ſufficient to give 


light to one ignorant of the ſeripture· doctrine concerning 


ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, if the defign is to ſhow what 
truth juſtifies a ſinner : nothing would anſwer this end, 
but a particular and clear account of this doctrine, which 
however it may be taken as one truth, certainly includes 
a great many ideas. But if the ſame general truth may 
be believed in a different manner by different perſons, or 
perceiv'd with very different degrees of ſtrength, clear- 


neſs, and efficacy, or attentiveneſs to the important parts 
of it, then it is neceſſary to diſtinguiſh that appearance of 
truth to the mind which is eſſential to the full knowlege 


of its importance, from that which is deceitful and in- 
effectual; and this is the proper deſign of every defini- 


tion of faith, to point out the diſtinguiſhing properties of 
that knowlege of Jeſus Chriſt with which juſtification is 


connected. 


If a man ſhould aſk this weighty queſtion, What is 
that critical ſomething which diſtinguiſhes ſaving know- 
lege or faith, from that which ſeems to be the truth, and 
yet is conſiſtent with a ſtate of impenitency ? How may I. 
be fo far conſcious of this peculiar faith of the goſpel, as to 
be comforted with the hope of my own juſtification by Jeſus 
Chrit-?..... How impertinent would it be to anſwer him 


in this looſe manner, Believing unto the ſaving of the 


ſoul is to believe the ſame thing which the apoſtles be- 
lieved, to believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, in the very 
ſenſe of the apoſtles, without maintaining any thing, in 


connexion with theſe words, ſubverſive of their real 


meaning! Doubtleſs the inquirer would proceed, and 
„ „ Lo Alk, 
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(42 ) 


aſk, What is implied in believing the fame thing with 


the apoſiles ? May not a man be fatally miſtaken in ſup. 
poſing he knows and believes the ſame thing in the ſame 
ſtriking light? Muſt J not be conſcious of ſome diffe. 


rence betwixt my own knowlege and that which man 


a” 


curious piece of ſculpture, which forms the taſte of one 


righteouſneſs and happineſs, and finds the ſtrongeſt de- 


receives Chriſt Jeſus the Lord has that faith by which 


have who periſh, before my ſtate can be altered from 
deſpair to good hope ? Our author leaves him here with 
no other reply than, that he muſt prove by his works 


of what fort his faith is. But the anſwer of the generali. 


ty of divines would be, © That faith which fave» men, 
immediately produces full complacency in that ſaviour 
revealed in the goſpel, ſo that the foul is willing to ac- 
knowlege him as the only redeemer of guilty men, and 
accordingly truſts in him with fixed dependence fer 


Eres towards him and delight in him. He who thus 


he is juſtified, which will become farther evident by 
the fruits of righteouſneſs in a courſe of obedience to 
Chriſt, They do not pretend to deſcribe faith in it' 
fimple nature, as it is the perception or vivid portrait of 
the object upon the mind; which would be like de- 
ſcribing what light is; or what that peculiar view of 


man, while another looks at the ſame thing quite unaf- 
fected. But they mean to deſcribe faith by thoſe effect 
which are inſeparable from a juſt perception of the truth, 
in the ſtrong colours in which the goſpel preſents it. And 
in doing this they not only proceed in the moſt proper 
and uſeful manner, but are abundantly kept in counte- 


| nance by the authority of the ſcriptures, in which faith 
is molt frequently deſcribed by its effects. This our 
. e e 


( 43) 


queamiſh avttior himſelf is forced to acknowlege, tho 


he makes ſuch wry faces at the ſame terms, when he 
meets with them in the writings of popular preachers. 


| Now to charge them, on this account, with a wilful 

| deſign to impoſe upon men, and lead them to eſtabliſh 

their own, in oppoſition to the divine rizhteouſneſs, is 
moſt inexcuſable inſtance of cenſoriouſneſs. 
What colour is there for ſuch a ſuſpicion? or, what 
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| danger of ſuch a conſequence, when all ſuch phraſes as 
receiving, reſting on Chrift, &c, imply a clear view of | 
| Jeſus Chriſt as the only author of our juſtificat on and 1 


| falvation ? I Is there not full as much danger of leading 


men to eſtabliſh their own righteouſneſs by teachin i} 
them to depend merely upon certain works of Charity, | 
done only in fellowſhip with a church of ſome peculiar b 
77 OD 
Ilka man tells me ſome joyful news; as ſoon as my mind is "a 
fully impreſs'd with the knowlege of what he declares, I ſhall rejoice 1 


with him; my faith immediately produces joy; and tho' the joyful _ 
emotions of my heart are not in ſtrict propriety my faith, yet if my 

friend, obſerving me unaffected, ſhould call upon me to zejoice, it 1 
would be natural for me to conclude that I muſt have ſome different 
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apprehenſions of the news he brings, in order to my rejoicing with i 
dim; but I ſhould not have the leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect his deſign was | 
to impoſe upon me, by perſuading me to rejoice before I believed | 
him. If I have an opportunity of purchaſing a diamond of great 11 
value, with the whole of my ſmall eſtate; the purchaſe depends up- ke | 
on my reſolving, and ſtriking the advantageous bargain : but that 1 
which muſt determine me to ſel] all, and purchaſe, is a full perſuaſi- be | 
on of the worth of the jewel: if I profeſs to know the value, and Wo, 
yet l:clitate, it is a ſufficient evidence that I have. not juſt apprenen 
ſions of the wealth I may poſſeſs. Now if one, concerned for my #1 
intereſt, ſhould urge me to conſent to the bargain, it is plain he deſires 1 
me to ſee it in the ſtrongeſt point of light, in conſequence of which We! 
I cannot but conſent ; and this determination of my mind is the firſt 
evidence to myſelf that I am fully ſenſible of the riches contained in it. 
| 35 om 
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form, to prove their knowlege of the truth, ( notwith. 


rity,) as in teaching them to judge of their faith in the 


and diſpoſition of the ſoul, by which it appears to be 


us abundant reaſon to Luſpect that he denies or make 
light of all inward religion, and many important branch- 
es of godlineſs and virtue, and places it chiefly in ſubjcc- 


for this ſuſpicion, as he has to charge ſo reſpectable x 


lead men to eſtabliſh their own, in oppoſition to the di- 
vine righteouſneſs. 


Jeſus Chriſt is preſented before us as the proper Object 
of dependence, love, honor, &c. then this glorious object 
cannot be ſeen, and known in truth, without producing 
Juch dependence, love, &c, as are correſpondent to what 
is ſeen and known of Chriſt ; and therefore theſe, and 
whatever other motions or affections of the ſoul are ne- 
ceſſary effects of the knowlege of this divine Redeemer, 


(44) 
ſtanding the ſalvo intended in calling it /e/f-demzed Cha. 


firſt place by the more immediate and inſeparable effec 
of it upon the mind, or the motions and affections of 
the ſoul towards the glorious object preſented before it, 
and then by being buly i in all manner of converſation anl 
godlineſs ? Or are none of the inward effects of faith to 
be regarded, but only the outward fruits? Is there ng 
religion of the heart? Is no notice to be taken of thoſe 
fruits of the ſpirit which eſpecially relate to the temper 


renewed after the image of God ? Our author has given 


tion to that new form of church authority which he i; 
ſo zealouſly ſetting up: we have, at leaft, as good grounds 


body of evangelical preachers with a wicked deſign, to 


To bring the preſent queſtion to a concluſion 3. f 


are implied in the very nature of ſaving faith, and ought te 
to be expreſly 1 included! in every Juſt deſcription of it; yea, Ml © 
m e they 


6430 


they cannot be ſeparated from it, without deſtroying the 


| molt eſſential diſtinction betwixt that faith which juſti- 


fies men and that which is dead, being alone. So that, 
in attempting to laugh out of countenance, and ſet afide 
theſe diſtinguiſhing effects our author comes not far 
ſhort of burleſquing the ſcriptures, and is buſily pulling 


| down with one hand what he Fee to build up with 
the other. 


It is now time to Sift the queſtion, IWhat is faith? 


nd take ſome notice of the next queſtion 1 in the contro- 


verſy, How is faith to be obtained ? 


Our author complains of the popular preacher: becauſe | 


they teach men to take ſo much pains in order to come 
to the knowlege of the truth, that they may be ſavd; 


becauſe they inſiſt upon ſo many pre-requilites, deſcribe 


the progrels of condidlions, &c, and direct men to pray 


for the inlightning and quickening influences of the 
ſpirit of God, for their converſion and falvation. He 


tells us, «they mark out as inſuperable a taſk for us, as 


if Chriſt had not finiſhed his work,” while they give 
us ſo many inſtructions and directions how to obtain 
that faith by which his righteouſneſs becomes ours; and 
fays of all the Treatiſes deſcribing to us the previous ſteps 
neceſſary to be taken in order to converſion, Long and 


« dreary indeed is the path which they preſcribe to us, 


© fo that while men continue obſequious hearers of this 
«© doctrine, they may indeed be ever learning, but they 
„ ſhall never be able to come to the aner of the 


* truth.“ 


Now let us hear what ts; he himſelf will make 


to the preſent queſtion, What eaſier way can he mark 


out, by which all this labor and toil in order to con- 


verſion 
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de rs 


ſuppoſes it will be inquired, “ Are no rules to be ob. 


1 8 bien ? + And to this, he ſays with a ſmile, the an. 
* ſwer is ready: Yes, very many. And they may be 


cc 


will ſtand as it ought, thus, Are no means or endeavour, 


by way of ridicule, © Ought not a man to be at pains 


4 


being perſuaded at the journey's end of his folly in 
* attempting to travel at all?“ .. If after all the queſtion 
recurs, How then is faith to be e ? His anſwer 1, 

* Ho have the moſt remarkable diſcoveries, that 50 


( 46) 
verſion may be \ pared, yet with an equal or greater pro. 


d of our believing and obeying the gofpel of ſal. 
vation ? Towards the concluſion of his 5th letter, he 


« ſerved, no means to be uſed, no work to be exerted 
«by the human mind or body, in order to juſtif. 


« thus ſhortly ſummed up: Be perfect, keep the com. 
«© mandments, and thou thalt live, The obligation of 
the law is eternal, ſo can never be looſed. But per- 
© haps another ſtate of the queſtion will be demanded, 


585 2 that ſailb ſhould be more directly reſpected there. 


cc 


(c 
According to this latter ſtate of the queſtion ii. 8 


to be uſed in order to cur underflanding and believing the 
truth? Buthe ſtands by his former anſwer, only adding 
« to attain to the perſuaſion, that all the pains he takes 
are good for nothing, except to inhance his guilt P. 
Who will travel an hundred miles, in the hopes of 


(66 


oe maid molt for the accommodation of human life, 


+ i.e, In order to faith, for, as we have already noted, our au- lt 


_ thor frequently ſubſtitutes the phraſe, in order 10 7uftification, inſtead Wh m 


of this, in ander to believing ; becauſe tho? they convey different ideas, tt 


yet there is ſo near a connection, that he can eaſily ſhuffle i in the for- aj 
"mer, when it will ſerve his turn better, 


* Vol. 2. „ 133. 5 
0 « been 


( 47 ) 6 
© been obtained? Has not that providence, which con= 


man ſkill and induſtry in giving the firſt hint of thele ? 
« have been told that the polar direction of the 


« he was in queſt of no ſuch thing, being occupied in 


under the greateſt advantages that men can enjoy, 


uſe of for making men wiſe unto falvation.....By means 
« the teachers.” This laſt ſentence muſt be explained 
truth to them for their relief, as much prevents every 


% gracious purpoſe before the world was. 


us by their inſtructions and directions; our author's ea- 


any concern or exerciſe of the mind, or the uſe of any 


will 


« tinually watches over the life of man, prevented hu- 


magnet obtruded itſelf on the firſt diſcoverer, when 


© ſome very different inquiry... Faith comes not by any 
« human endeavours, or the uſe of any means, even 


« but of that ſame ſovereien good pleaſure which pro- 
« vided the grand thing believed... Still it muſt be ſaid 
that faith comes by Nearing, and hearing by tbe 
« word of God. This is the only mean Ged makes 


of it, God will bring to the knowlege of the truth 
all whom he intends to ſave, in ſpite of all the arts of 


by what he ſays of thoſe who are relieved by the Goſ- 
re el, Vol. 2. P. Gu The conveyance of the ſalutary 


motion of their will, as did the ſending of the Savior 
© into the world to die for men; yea, as did the divine 


By all theſe quotations it appears, that inſtead of that | 
lng and dreary path which the popular preachers pre- 
ſcribe ; that inſuperable taſe which they mark out for 


lter way is, to uſe no means or endeavours at all. If 
men have not obtained faith, he aſſures them there is not 


the leaſt probability of obtaining it by any endeavours, f 


means whatever. But if God intends to ſave them he 
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manner to convey the ſaving truth to our minds... Our 


of this eaſy way of coming to the knowlege of the truth, 
viz, by waiting in a ſtate of inactivity and deſpair, ll 


ment he gives men in this way is of a very peculiar kind; 
ſolute ſovereignty, which is inconſiſtent with our own 


tho't and care, will certainly ſave a ſurprizing ſmall 
number of mankind, we may very comfortably fit down 


and torture of metaphors. 


5 ( 48) 


will bring them to the knowlege of the truth in a wa 
of ſuch abſolute ſovereignty as is wholly inconſiſtent 
with their own care, and intirely prevents every motion 


of their own wills; and that, in ſpite of every thing 


which can be faid or done to the contrary. 


Faith muſt 


obtrude itſelf upon men, juſt like ſuch remarkable dif. 
coveries as the polar direction of the magnet, or the 


ſalutary virtues of ſome capital medicines. So we muſt 
reit contented, till the word is ſent in a ſupernatural 


author has the honor of making the firſt full diſcovery 


it comes unſought and undefired. And the encourage- 


it amounts to this, viz. ſince God in this method of 10 


quiet with this conſideration, If cone in a thouſand, or 
even ina million ſhall certainly be made to know the ſav- 


ing truth, in ſpite of all oppoſition, x or J [may be the 
happy man on whom the lot may fall. 


5 Our author in his 6th Letter, Vol. 2. p. 1 56, takes okafica by 2 
criticiſm upon thoſe words of Peter, —To them who have obtained [BY 
Lor] like precious faith with xs, to illuſtrate his own ſentiments as to 
the ſovereignty of God, by comparing it to a throw of the dice, in this 
manner, — Of two criminals juſtly condemned to die, if one eſcapes 


„ favourable throw of the eice, and the other dies for his crime, 
ve ſee mercy in the deliverance of the former, and no injuſtice in 


* the death of the latter.“ It is unneceſſary to make any other te- 


mark, than only to point my finger at this notion of divine ſovereignty, 


He 


(6499 . 
ay He may likewiſe have the credit of teaching us to 
t reaſon in this new way about many things which ſerve for 


the accommodation of human life, viz, Since the moſt 


on 
1p remarkable diſcoveries of this kind have prevented hu- 
[ft man {kill and induſtry, fo that God might appear to be 


if. MW the author of them, men ought never to buſy themſelves 


1ſt acknowledged as providing for us all the comforts of life, 
ral WW they muſt come as his gifts, and he is free and ſovereign = 
ur in the beſtowment of them; therefore they muſt prevent 
r7 cvery motion of man's will, and all our own induſtry, 
th, and we ought to fit down quite eaſy till he ſhall think. 
till fit to obtrude theſe things upon us. 
ge- But leſt it ſhould be ſuſpected that I have taken our 
d; author at a diſadvantage, or overſtrained his meaning, I 


light upon his ſentiments. He ſays, Vol. 1. P. 119. 


faith as coming at the ſame time, and ſo is ready to af- 


« phraſe of the prophet, as @ voice behind them... It 


© as by the voice of thunder, and conducts them in 


if we underſtand our author in the foregoing paragraph 


Bn 


in trying to make any new diſcoveries. God muſt be 


ſhall add a few paſſages more, which may throw farther 


« Righteouſneſs comes unto men li. e, Faith comes to 
them, for our author here conſiders 72ghteouſneſs and 


firm the ſame things of both] © always unſent for, not 
* meeting men inquiring after it, but overtaking them 
* when running away; and according to the ſignificant 


© finds men faſt aſleep, in the deſert, in midnight dark- 
* neſs, among the bones of many lately devoured, and 
ready to be added to the number. It awakens them 
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© ſafety by it's awful, but friendly lightning.” Now 


as expreſſing his ſentiments concerning the manner in 
which men obtain faith, which j 15 re his deſign, they 
e . may 
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(30) 


may be ſummed up in theſe few words, The ſavinp Ml ciot 
truth always comes ſuddenly and unſought, darting like 
lightning from heaven into the mind; until it thy Ml ger: 
comes, men neither know nor care any thing about i, geac 
but are all equally faſt aſleep, in midnight darkneſs ang 
among the dead. Another ſentence of much the ſame 


import, but more plainly expreſſing his mind, we hays 1 
about 3 pages forward, Every one who is born of the fart 
_« ſpirit, lives merely by what he hears, without his per. 

« forming any duty at all; unleſs we ſhall ſay, it wa ©: 
the duty of Lazaras to hear and live, upon the utter. 

« ing of the call, come forth.” Here the matter is car. MW © 
_ ried farther ſtill, and every man, until he believes, 3 . 

ſuppoſed to be exactly in the ſame ſtate as Lazaru Ml * 
when he was dead. Becauſe the ſcriptures ſpeak of the MW © 
"ignorance and inſenſibility of ſuch as were wholly un- fir 
acquainted with the goſpel, in a figurative manner, as in W ol 

| a ſtate of death; and of all impenitent ſinners, fo far u is 

they ſtill remain ignorant and inſenſible under the great W h 
eſt advantages, as in a ſimilar ſtate; therefore our author W o 

takes it for granted that the figure may be ſtretched in #4 
all caſes to its utmoſt length, till it proves men to hae o 
no more ſenſe, or motion in any reſpect than dead La- t 


 Sarus. Thus men have often made wild work with 9 
the ſtreng metaphors of ſcripture, and drawn ſtrange t 

arguments from illuſtrations which indeed paint the 
truth in bright colours, but hold good only in ſome , 
particular reſpects. If we muſt needs allow that all men, 
before they have ſaving faith, are as dead as Lazarus wa, | 
being as abſolutely incapable of hearing, having no more MI 

power of tho't, will, or motion, let us hear no more M| - 
. ion = Þ 

ro „ ' {c10up 


88 — — Pons can 


(5) 


ſrious of any thing: .. Let us hear no more of any lam ob- 
liging them to moral perfection, under whatever conſi- 


buy MW derations; for there can be no law of action for the 
t it, dead: Let us never be guilty of the abſurdity of en- 
and deavouring to diſturb their deep repoſe by any terrors of * 


damnation. — But... | | | | 
Have patience, and hear Mr. Sandeman à little 


the WH farther, Vol. 2. P. 11. © Let all the prophets and a- 
ber. Wl © poſtles be conſulted upon the queſtion, What is re- 
was WW © quired of us in order to acceptance with God? We 
ter. WH © will find their unanimous: reply to be Every thing or 
car- nothing; for no trimming is countenanced among 
„; © them. If we attempt to do in any ſenſe, we bind 
ru WW © ourſelves to do all; yea, the leaſt attempt to do in 
the WY © this matter, is ſhewn to be damnably criminal. Now 
un- WF ſince acceptance with God and eternal ſaluation, are 
sn WF phraſes which have a very cloſe connexion, and believing 
is in the goſpel made neceſſary to ſalvation, let us only 
cat- WH have leave to ſubſtitute the word ſalvation inftead of 
hor WW our author's phraſe acceptance with God, and fo aſk the 
in WW fame queſtion in this form, What is required of us in 
* order to Salvation? And to this let us hear his reply in 
0 

ih #0/bing. So we muſt neither do, will, nor think any 
10 thing relating to our own falvation ; no, not fa much as 
the entertain theleaſt defire or motion of the ſoul in order to 


en, import of the goſpel; becauſe every endeavour of this kind 
14s, is a damning fin..... Surely our author cannot find fault 
ore i with the change of a word or two, when he himſelf fo 
ore 


preſentation, let us conſider one paſſage more, Vol. 2. 


the fame words, without any trimming, Every thing, or 
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believe, or, which is the ſame thing, to now the truth and 


often ſets us the example... To juſtify the foregoing re- 


— — — 8 


10 91 


| * 
13.48 


t the notion of an 44 of believing, or any other act, in 


that a ſinner muſt not make the leaſt attempt o belreve, 


inactivity of body and mind, to wait eaſy till Faith comes, 


clare in the very face of the apoſtle John, that God does 


words, This is his commandment, that we ſhould believe on 


derſtand it as a command to believe, but as a declaration 
that God conveys knowlege and life by his command- 


notion of believing. 
all who affirm that Faith, repentance, or any thing elſe 
zs required of us in order to our ſalvation, by the dif- 


( 52) 
P. 72. where he reproves Aſpaſio for not making thi 
reply to Theron, when he objected againſt the way of 


juſtification by faith as too fimple and eaſy, that © If he 
* attempted to do any thing, eaſy, or difficult, under 


tc order to his acceptance with God, he only thereby 
* heaped up more wrath againſt himſelf. * Here we 
plainly fee his meaning, that there is no 46 of believing 
required of us in order to our acceptance with God,and 


Thus he fixes men firmly down, in a ſtate of abſolute 


So much does our author rely on this metaphyſical juggl: 
which he has invented, viz. that Faith is no act of our own 
minds, but @ meer paſſive impreſſion, that he ventures to de- 


not command men to believe. * His gloſs upon thoſe 


the name of his Son, is, that this i is a commandment not 
requiring any thing of us, but beſtowing lite by the 
* knowlege which it conveys :” i. e, we muſt not un- 


ing word. He ſeems indeed to be cautious of deliver- 
ing this ſentiment ſo freely and plumply as he does ma- 
ny others ; but it is evident enough, not only in what he 
ſays above, but by the pains he takes, eſpecially in his 
fifth letter to exclude all activity of the mind from the 
And we may ſee his oppoſition to 


Vol. 1. P. 168, 
ouſt 


(35 


ouſt he ſhows, in the beginning of his 3d letter, at 
that queſtion in the Aſſembly's catechiſm, bat doth 


Grd require of us that we may eſcape his wrath and 


curſe due to us for fin? The anſwer doubtleſs offends 
him as much as the queſtion, God requireth T us faith 
in Jeſus Chriſ?, repentance unto life, with the diligent uſe 
of all the outward and ordinary means whereby Chriſt 
communicateth unto us , the benefits of redemption. But 
let any man of common ſenſe judge, whether ſuch paſ- 
ſages as theſe in the Scriptures muſt not neceſlarily be 
underſtood as calls, exhortations, or commands to ſin- 
ners, implying ſome acts which are properly their own, 


Repent, for the kingdom of beaven is at hand... Repent ye, 


and believe the goſpel... Except ye repent ye ſhall all like- 
wiſe periſh....Repent ye therefore and be converted, thut 


your fins may be bloted out... The times of this ignorance God 


winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to 


repent..... Whatever forced meaning our author may con- 
trive to put upon theſe texts, that ſenſe is certainly right 
in which the hearers would moſt naturally receive them, 
and the curious diſtinction betwixt faith and the af of 


the mind in believixg was not at that time invented; at 


leaſt not made public. e. TR 
It is impoſſible for our author, after all his ſubtlety, 
to ſhow that believing does not imply an a& of our 


minds, unleſs thinking implies no activity of the mind; _ 
for it is quite beyond the reach of common underftand- 

ing to know how a man can believe a thing to be true, 
without thinking it to be true, or judging of its evidence. 


But what terrifies the letter-writer is, If faith is allowed to 


be an act of the mind, then men are juſtified by means 
of their own act... What then ?., He need not be fo very 


much 


134) 


much frightned..... This matter can be made quite eaſy. 

This act does not originate from any power, work, 
or contrivance for our own falvation, but from the to tl 
teſtimony which God has given of his ſon in the ; 


goſpel}. It is not properly a work of the law, for it * 
has the moſt direct relation to the goſpel, and be. his 
comes a duty only by the publication of the grace of mot 
God in Chriſt Jeſus : ſo we find believing oppoſed to req 
working in the ſenſe of the law, as being quite a diſtind on 
thing, Rom. 4. 5. But to him that wokKETH not, but WM ( 
BELI1EVETH en bim that juſtifieth the ungodly, bis faitb u G0 
” oC OE OE 
The word believetbh in this text, muſt imply ſome act. cbt 
vity of our own minds with reſpect to the object men- cot 
tioned immediately after, or no ſenſe at all can be made of an 
it. Our Selieving juſtifies and faves, not as a meritorious Wl . 
act of legal obedience, but as it implies a clear view of Ml 
our own guilt and miſery, and intire dependence on the 16 
righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt, This act therefore in £9; 
its own nature excludes all boaſting, agreable to the ar- at 
gument in the 3d and 4th chapters to the Romans. It Ml cc 
is no more the proper ground of our juſtification, than {Ml 21 
a criminal's bowing his knees in token of his thankful WE b. 
acceptance of a pardon from his king, if that were made WM g 


neceſſary in order to his injoying the benefit of a general Ml 
proclamation, would unavoidably imply his eadeavour- 10 
ing to merit a legal acquittance. N 


But however any critical reaſonings may turn out, it 
Is very certain that the apoſtolic doctrine of faith is quite 
clear of all ſuch doubts and ſubtleties. The apoſtles P 
ſpeak of believing for juſtification in the fame ſenſe in c 
which this word is uſed in common. ee e a 


4 
they mean is, that what is propoſed for our belief ſhould 
be ſeen and acknowleged,in ſuch a manner as correſponds 
to the full import, deſign, and divine evidence of the 
teſtimony 3 and no man, without ſome very eritical in- 
ſtruction, would think of ſtarting the doubt whether 


his own mind has any thing to do in believing a com- 
mon teſtimony, when it deeply affects his intereſt, and 
requires ſuch a eonviction of it's truth as may puſh him 


on thro' many difficulties. 9 
Of how little uſe the Law is, as introductory to the 
Goſpel, and how very inconſiderable a difference, in our 


author's opinion, it makes as to the probability of a man's 


obtaining the knowlege of divine mercy, whether the 


commands of God come with force upon his conſcience 


and awaken him to a ſenſe of his guilt and miſery, or 


whether he remains inſenſible and hardened in fin ; we 
may ſee by ſeveral paſſages in his fifth letter, Vol. 2. P. 
16....20. where he conſiders the popular doctrine of 


convictions, Sc. That we may not think he points only 


at ome unſkilful management of the doctrine about 
convictions of guilt, when he finds fault with the care, 
and 5 and exerciſes of the mind required; but may 

ure that he looks upon every thing of this kind 
quite unneceſſary, anſwering no other end but that of 


be 


making a man proud of ſome diſtinction betwixt him- 


ſelf and the profane; he explains his mind in this man- 
ner.... © If two men are led to execution for the ſame 


| © crime, the one overwhelm'd in ſorrow, and the o- 
© ther elevated to noiſy mirth by ſtrong drink, we juſt- 
ly reckon the condition of the latter to be fully as mi- 


* ſerable as the former: and if mercy reſpects mere 


- miſery, wretchedneſs, and un worthineſs, it will Ser- 


tainly 


ftwixt the malefactor led to execution in the jovial mad- 


(56) 

e tainly as readily regard the inſenſible perſon as hi 
* who has the quickeſt feeling of what is before him” 
Let us ſtop here, and take particular notice of this il. 
luſtration of divine mercy.....Mercy is here ſuppoſed to 
have no regard to any thing elfe, but mere miſery, and 
not to be under any kind of direction or limitation by 
wiſdom, juſtice, or any other conſideration whatever, 
Now, mercy which is in all reſpects unlimited muſt al. 
_ ways be excited by the view of miſery, and cannot but 
afford help and deliverance to every unhappy creature, 
as far as knowlege and power extend. For, to fay, that 
mercy may paſs by ſome very miſerable objects, and 
leave them under great diſtreſs, when there is nothing 
at all to forbid their relief, is a contradiction to the very 
name of mercy. A King, whoſe character is all mercy, 
ho has no regard to the juſtice of the law, or the con- 
duct of any of his ſubjects, muſt always pardon every 
criminal: If his compaſſions are touched with the fight 
of mere miſery, he cannot leave any perſon to be puniſh- 
ed, while it is in his power to deliver him; the mo- 
ment he permits this, nere mercy ceaſes, and ſome con- 
ſiderations of wiſdom and equity take place. The mer- 
cy of ſuch a king could make no difference at all be- 


neſs of ſtrong drink, and him who is overwhelmed in 
ſorrow, but muſt certainly ſet them both at liberty. But 
if our author hath no other view of divine mercy, than 
of the fooliſh pity of ſuch a king, his faith has a great 
mixture of faſſbood in it. The plain conſequence of MW © 
ſuch a notion of divine mercy is, that the more wicked, 

inſenſible, and hardned any perſons are, ſo much the 
fairer they ſtand for mercy ; nay ; all mankind, being 


— — 3 —ͤ—ñ—ꝛ̈̊ỹ —— wes oa cnn — — wowd — [4 
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miſerable, M- 


ST 

muſt certainly be objects of the unlimited mercy of God, 
and ſo be happy in the other world. There are ſeveral 
things in the letters which look very favourably towards 
the former of theſe conſequences ; and the zeal diſcover- 
ed for the repentance and ſalvation of the generality of 
finners at death, intimates that our author has no great 
averſion to the Jatter....But let us hear him again...“ The 
« divine mercy is not narrow and limited; nor, like that 


« amiable requiſite appear in the object. No; it prevents 


« the moſt hardened rebels, and brings every requiſite 
« along with it: or rather the divine grace operates all its 


« brings to view. It reigns among the inſenſible and the 


« dead, thro that righteouſneſs unto eternal life.”... Here 
our author goes upon the ſuppoſition, that no mercy can be 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt : for he ſays, when mercy comes, 


« Is it true that they have ſinned, or not? If it ſtands 
e true in their conſcience, that they have; this is con- 


other words, what he ſays here may be thus expreſſed ; 
it is no matter what ſenſe men have of their fin; 


general that they have ſinned ; or whether they them- 


y 


— 


« of man, backward to interpoſe, till ſome inviting and 
effects by the ſole requiſite, the righteouſneſs which it 


| ſhown, no preparation made for the deliverance of a ſin- 
ner from his miſery,until there is a ſaving diſcovery of the 


it brings every requiſite along with it, and operates all 
its effects by bringing the divine righteoufneſs to view, 
i. e. by giving the knowlege of the ſaving truth. Ac- 
cordingly he expreſsly ſays, a page or two forward,.... 


* viction, If they have ſinned, this is enough to damn 
* them, whatever fenſe they have of their fin. And 
| © this is preparation enough for mercy.“ .. Now, in 


© whether they know any thing more about it than in 


© ſelves have any ſtriking apprehenſions of damnation ; 
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mercy may paſs by ſome very miſerable objects, and 


at all to forbid their relief, is a contradiction to the very 
name of mercy. A King, whoſe character is all mercy, 
who has no regard to the juſtice of the law, or the con- 
duct of any of his ſubjects, muſt always pardon every 

criminal: It his compaſſions are touched with the fight 
of mere miſery, he cannot leave any perſon to be puniſh- 
ed, while it is in his power to deliver him; the mo- 


(56) 


ee tainly as readily regard the inſenſible perſon as hint 
* who has the quickeſt feeling of what 1s before him” 
Let us ſtop here, and take particular notice of this i]. 


luſtration of divine mercy.....Mercy is here ſuppoſed ty 


have no regard to any thing elſe, but mere miſery, and 
not to be under any kind of direction or limitation by 


wiſdom, juſtice, or any other conſideration whatever, 
Now, mercy which is in all reſpects unlimited muſt a. 


ways be excited by the view of miſery, and cannot but 
afford help and deliverance to every unhappy creature, 
as far as knowlege and power extend. For, to ſay, that 


leave them under great diſtreſs, when there is nothing 


ment he permits this, nere mercy ceaſes, and ſome con- 
ſiderations of wiſdom and equity take place. The mer- 


cy of ſuch a king could make no difference at all be- 
twixt the malefactor led to execution in the jovial mad- 
_ neſs of ſtrong drink, and him who is overwhelmed in 
ſorrow, but muſt certainly ſet them both at liberty. But 
if our author hath no other view of divine mercy, than 


of the fooliſh pity of ſuch a king, his faith has a great 


mixture of fa/fbood in it. The plain conſequence of 


ſuch a notion of divine mercy 1s, that the more wicked, 


inſenſible, and hardned any perſons are, ſo much the 
fairer they ſtand for mercy: nay ; all mankind, being 
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miſerable, 


— —— — _ 


| muſt certainly be objects of the unlimited mercy of God, 
and ſo be happy in the other world. There are ſeveral 


ed for the repentance and ſalvation of the generality of 
« divine Mercy 1s not narrow and limited ; nor, like that 


« the moſt hardened rebels, and brings every requiſite 
« along with it: or rather the divine grace operates all its 
effects by the ſole requiſite, the righteouſneſs which it 
te brings to view. It reigns among the inſenſible and the 


our author goes upon the ſuppoſition, that no mercy can be 


10 
cc 


viction. If they have finned, this is enough to damn 


e this is preparation enough for meicy.”.... Now, in 


c 


general that they have finned ; or whether they them- 
- {elves have any ſtriking apprehenſions of damnation ; 


things in the letters which look very favourably towards 
the former of theſe conſequences ; and the zeal diſcover- 


ſinners at death, intimates that our author has no great 
averſion to the latter... But let us hear him again...“ The 


« of man, backward to interpoſe, till ſome inviting and 
« amiable requiſite appear in the object. No; it prevents 


« dead,thro' that righteouſneſs unto eternal life.“ .. Here 


ſhown, no preparation made for the deliverance of a fin- 
nerfrom his miſery,until there is a ſaving diſcovery of the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt : for he ſays, when mercy comes, 
it brings every requiſite along with it, and operates all 
it's effects by bringing the divine righteoufneſs to view, 
i. e. by giving the knowlege of the ſaving truth. Ac- 
cordingly he expreſsly ſays, a page or two forward, 
« Is it true that they have ſinned, or not? If it ſtands 
true in their conſcience, that they have; this is con- 


* them, whatever ſenſe they have of their fin. And 
other words, what he ſays here may be thus expreſſed; 


it is no matter what ſenſe men have of their ſin; 
whether they know any thing more about it than in 
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Vithout any farther preparations.” This ſame ſenti. 
ment he illuſtrates by the raculous converſion of Paul 
whom the merciful truth ſurprized on the road to Da. 


maſcus: and by an artful perverſion of the apoſtle's ac. 


of God towards him as deſigned for a pattern; viz, that 


: 
x89 


acquitted from their greateſt guilt by believing in Chiit 


1 h came into the world to ſave ſinners. 


<> 


os 


£ 


neraf hope of deliverance from the puniſhment of his fins 
no more than a felon convicted and ſentenced by law; 
who, not having heard of a pardon for ſuch ee 
deſpairs and dies. But let us only ſuppoſe a general 


however tho'tleſs and hardened before, now becomes 


(353) 
«If they are but really in danger of being damnegl, this 


is enough to render them proper objects of mercy, 


count of himſelf, 1 Tim. 1. 16. he makes the manner 
of this converſion à pattern to them which ſhould after 
believe; whereas the apoſtle points out the long ſi⸗ uffering 


the chief of finners might not look upon themſelves ut. 
terly excluded from | mercy, but be aſſured that God i; 
long-ſuffering and gracious, and that they alſo may he 


Once more our author ſays, © I muft frankly own, 
ce that I ſee no more difference betwixt a careleſs and 
convicted ſinner, than is betwixt a felon ranging his 
round at Jarge, and one newly apprehended by the 
officers of juſtice : and for my part, I think it would 


look liker an impertinent ſarcaſm than any thing el{ 
to tell either of theſe laſt, that he was now in a very MWll « 


N 


1 


— 


a. 


0 


* 


40 hopeful way.” The bottom of this laſt frank decla- MW h 


ration is this, viz. That a convicted ſinner knows no- 
thing of the mercy of God, and ſo has not ſo much as a ge- 


proclamation of mercy iſſued, and that the criminal, 


ſenfible of his dan ger, and begins to make ſome inquiry 
concerning 


(49). 


concerning g the tenor of that Slatdtton;, then we ſhall 
eaſily ſee, he is in a more hopeful way of ſecuring his 
own life and becoming a good ſubject, han his fellow 


u, ono is till ranging his round at large. 

Jas Now fince the letter-writer has truck ſuc bold 

ic. Wl atokes to reduce man to a ſtate of perfect inactivity, and 

er make him a lifeleſs lamp of matter ;.... fince he has ad- 
ter WM vanced a new notion of divine mercy,which never regards 

ns Wl what ſenſe men have of their guilt, but will fave all the 

hat miſerable whether they attend to their own iaiſery or 
ut. not ;.... ſince he has found out, that every man vaturally 

| is bas a ſufficient conviction of ſin, without being carried 

be chro any proceſs of law;..., he is certainly very conſiſtent 
nil Bi with himſelf in denying any agency of the Holy Spirit 

5 upon the mind of an unbeliever: for otherwiſe, the 
'n, main point would be yielded; if the Spirit works at all 
nd upon the mind before the truth is communicated, ſome- 
his thing is done for the man in order to his believing. 
the He therefore gives us 5 notion of the Holy Spirit's 
uld agency in theſe words, The Spirit of God acts 
lc as the ſoul, ſenſe, or meaning of the words wherein 
cy the goſpel is delivered.“ It is difficult to know whether 
la. he himſelf means any thing, when he ſpeaks of the, 
10- WF Holy Spirit as the Sour or Wag: : perhapy his notion 
ge: might be as properly expreſſed by another well known 
ins WW phraſe, Tux Licur WITHIN. At leaſt there ſeems to 
W; be ſome confuſion in his ideas of the perſonal agency of 
rs, the Spirit, while he thinks of it only as that power 


mind whenever their true ſenſe or meaning is underſtood: 


| for throughout his letters he ſ eaks very 1 arin ly of © 
ry oY *Val 2. P. 1I. 4 Opn} the 


ng 5 5 „ agency 


which the words of the goſpel muſt have upon the 
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of truth working it's genuine Melis by the perception of 


truth, he evidently limits the agency of the Spirit to that 


formed by the knowlege of that one truth. Thus he 


__ Genius, and treats with uncommon politeneſs thro' the 
Whole of that i ingenious hiſtory of him which he gives 


ever the ſentiment of ſelf-dependence appears, and 
working only in and by that principle, He ſets the truth 
in oppoſition to the agency of that evil ſpirit ; and ſpeaks 
thus... Wherever the facred truth is believed, there 
acts the ſp:rit of the truth, whoſe agency is inſepara- 
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« doctrine about the concerns of man with God, that a 
certain ſpirit or temper of mind goes along with it. 
Again he ſays, Vol. 2. P. 102, 103. 
s ſeparating the agency of the Holy Spirit from the 
e knowlege of the truth. To know the truth is life 
e eternal; and this life is begun and ſupported by the 
© Spirit of Chriſt. On the other hand, all who reſiſt 
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cc to reſiſt the Holy Ghoft.”....... When we hear one 
8 deſcribing to us how he firſt obtained peace withGod, 


(60) » 


agency of the Spirit of God in any other view than thy 
it. And ſo, as he contracts the whole goſpel into one 


one troth which faves men; and inclines to conſider 
the Spirit as undiſtinguiſhable from that femper of ming 


explains himſelf, Vol. 1. P. 295; where, ſpeaking of 
the power of the prime enemy of the truth (whom, in 
another place, he very complitſently calls a certain great 


us in the latter part of his 4th letter) as manifeſt where- 


Ce 


K 


ble from it: and wherever the faith of it ſhe ws itſelf 
working by love, there the power of that Holy Spirit 
* is manifeſt, And, in general, it may be ſaid of every 


2 


„ There is no 


the truth, and do not admit it's evidence, are ſaid 


" if we find him wing pains t to inform us of the in- 
as * fluences 


2 


( 61) 


cee fluences of grace he felt in his heart, and the operati- 


te ons of the ſpirit leading him gn to converſion, we 


« may ſafely ſay, This is a ſpirit that ſpeaks of him- 


« ſelf; this is not the true grace of God. So we can 
« be at no loſs to ſee what ſort of converſion he has un- 


« dergone.” By all the foregoing quotations I think it 


appears, that our author denies any agency of the Holy 
Spirit upon the mind before a man 1s acquainted with 


the ſaving truth. 


Finally; that he may compleat his ſcheme, our au- 


thor denies an unbeliever the privilege of prayer. 


To prove this, I ſhall content myſelf with quoting 


one or two plain ſentences. Vol. 1. P. 153. having 
obſerved that the firſt approach of the divine grace to { 
men is made by preſenting to their view the gift of _ 


righteouſneſs, He fays,.... * Therefore when we hear 
« men who are pained about acceptance with God, 


taught to expect and pray for grace, to help them to 
ce convictions, faith, repentance, or any thing elſe, in 
| © order to their finding relief in Chriſt's righteouſneſs ; 
« we may be very ſure, that this is not the true grace 
| © of God, but the falſe, or a corruption of the true. 
* And we may be as ſure, that God will regard no 


* prayer but that of faith.” And that we may notthink 
he means any other Faith but that which ſaves men, his 


meaning 1s preciſely determined by what immediately 

follows z...“ The popular preachers themſelves, finding 
e ſome difficulty here, to reconcile their ſelf-jaſtifying 
* labor to ſcripture language, incline to talk to us of 


* ſome preliminary faith, as neceſſary to introduce the 
e principal faith, that is a faith in God's ability to work 


faith in us.. Our author may make himſelf merr. 


* 


bY 


(62) 
by punning upon the word faith: but he who has not 
ſome faith in God, gfpecially in his juſtice, power, and 

wrath, cannot believe in Jeſus Chriſt his Son. 

ThusMr.Sandeman repreſents all men, until they know 
the truth in a ſaving manner, as in a ſtate of utter def. 
pair, like the Devils, knowing nothing, believing po- 
thing at all, but what natura] conſcience ſuggeſts, left 
intirely deſtitute of all divine help, diſcouraged even 
from the leaſt deſire to obtain mercy, and forbidden to 

aſk ſo much as one petition of the God of heaven. 

No ſcheme could be invented more directly tendin 
to undermine the goſpel under pretence of great friend- 
ſhip to it, and to harden men in unbelief and exceſs of 
wickedneſs: than this which we have in the letters, 
Inſtead of magnifying the righteouſneſs of God, it tends 
to give men the moſt diſhonorable tho'ts of the wiſdom 
and equity of the divine government. What can be more 
_ contrary to the whole tenor of the ſacred writings,than 

to aſſure men, that Mercy will break over every obſtacle 
to ſave them, if God has determined the lot in their fa- 
vor z., that however inſenſible they are, or abandoned 
to wickedneſs, they really will ſtand a better chance for 
mercy, than if they ſhould ſet themfelves to conſider and 
learn the way of e ;...that tho they may in- 
dieed be told, in a farcaſtic way, to be perfect and keep 
the law, this would not only be a vain and fooliſh attempt, 
but render them ſtill more abominable in the fight of 
God, as they muſt thereby be labouring after righteouſ- 
neſcs in direct oppoſition to the divine righteouſneſs ;., 
and that in plain terms they are not required and ate 
wholly incapable of doing any thing of any kind, in 
order to gain the kuowlege of the goipel, and muſt not 


1 18 . Op 


| 663) 
jndulge the leaſt tho't or deſire, or make the leaſt mo- 
tion in order to eſcape miſery and find the way to hap- 
ineſs. | my 8 N 
; Is it poſſible any man ſhould be ſo far infatuated as to 
take ſuch doftrines of licentiouſneſs to be founded on the 


aſhamed of them, when he reviews his own ſcheme. 


* 


examination of the letters, to enter far into the argu- 
I ſhall therefore diſmiſs the preſent queſtion, How is 
This coincides with the foregoing queſtion, ſo far as 


be proportioned to the conſciouſneſs of cur own faith. 


be conſidered as more eſpecially relating to the aſſurance 
of hope, VVV 


word of God ? Even the letter- writer himſelf muſt be 


Will he ſpeak wickedly for God, and talk deceitfully 
for him? The divine righteouſneſs never was deſigned 

to excuſe, much leſs to encourage men in fin ; tho' it 

muſt firſt be made known to man by a revelation from 

heaven, yet when it is revealed, and all proper evidences 
are ſet before them, either their natural faculties may 
and ought to be exerciſed in order to the knowlege and 
belief of this revelation, or elſe there can be no ſuch 
thing as the aggravated ſin of rejecting Jeſus Chriſt and 
his goſpel. N e 
But it is not agreable to my deſign in this part of the 


ments which may be bro't againſt our author's ſcheme. . 


faith to be obtained ? and proceed briefly to conſider 
the laſt, viz. „„ „ | 5 „ 
In what manner are we t0 gain comfort by the goſpel? 
comfort is inſeparably connected with faith, and muſt 
Our author affirms that comfort and relief are inſepara- 
ble from believing ; but ſince he ſeems to agree intirely 


with other divines in diſtinguiſhing the aſſurance of faith | 
from the aſſurance of hope, the preſent queſtion may 
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(64) 
Now it will properly finiſh this firſt part of our te. 


marks, if I ſhow, that no comfort can ever be gained 
from the goſpel, upon our author's plan. 

That this may appear, we muſt obſerve in the firſt place 
that Mr. Sandeman does not very openly differ from 
other preachers as to the methods in which the aſſurance 
of hope is gained. He affirms that faith muſt ſhew irg 
ſelf by love and good works; and that chriſtians muſt 
examine themſelves al to their actions and the motives 
of them; he ſays, * © It cannot farther appear that 
any man has known the grace of God in truth, than 
* heis led by that knowlege to give all diligence to the 
« full aſſurance of hope unto the end,” He ſpeaks ef 
the witneſs of the Spirit as * giving a clear A; waer of 
the truth, and comforting all who follow the faith and 
practice of the apoſtles ;* and ſometimes writes in very 
ſtrong terms of confidence towards God. Indeed he 
diſcovers no great affection for © Heart work,” or the 
mward exerciſes of the ſoul about religion, and endea- 
yours to beat off profeſſors from © poring much upon their 
own hearts in order to form a judgment of themſelves. 
He ſpeaks alſo very ſparingly of the mortification of in- 
ward luſts, and improvement in humility, meckneks, 
patience, and other eſſential parts of the chriſtian tem- 
per; and ſeems very ſhy of taking into his ſcheme of 
religion thoſe virtues which are generally efeemed among 
men, and recommended as lovely and of geod report, and 
praiſe worthy. On the contrary he very much confines 
his notion of love and good works, to the love of thoſe 
brethren towards one another who have aſſociated upon 
his own plan of fellowſhip, and thoſe diſtributions of 


their ſubſtance which are made under the direction of 
Vol, Pe 172. 5 ſoch 


( 65) 

ſuch churches. So that much fault may be found in 
his ſcheme on all theſe accounts, which may be parti- 
cularly pointed out in the laſt part of theſe remarks, 
We muſt alſo obſerve, that he does not hold any 
abſolute aſſurance of our own ſalvation, or certaintF of a 
chriſtian's perſeverance. Speaking againſt Mr, Hervey's 
notion of aſſurance as connected with faith, he fays, Vol. 
1. p. 34, © That Chrift died for me, is a point not fo eaſily 
« ſettled ....this is a point which the ſcripture no where 


« perdition of many, not merely hearers of the goſpel, but 
| © who have heard and received the word with joy; yea 


| © deficiency is, that their fruit came not to perfection. 


* PARTAKERS OF THE HoLy GHOST, and have 7a/ted 


Spirit is always inſeparable from the knowlege of that 
truth, we ſhall ſee that he is forced to contradict him- 


wonderfully enlightened, but made partakers of the 


irrecoverably; or grant that the holy ſpirit may a upon 


« aſcertains : ſo far from it, that it often affirms the final 


© of thoſe who have made ſuch progreſs, that their only 


ce Tt affirms that ſuch as have been enlightened, and 
© have taſted of the heavenly gift, and have been made 


© the good ord of God, and the powers of the world to 
* come, may yet fall away irrecoverably.” Now if we 
compare this conceſſion, which the ſcriptures oblige him 
to make, with what we have before ſeen of his ſenti- 
ments, viz, that the ſaving truth always finds men in 
midnight darkneſs, &c. and that the agency of theHoly 


ſelf, He muſt either allow, that men may be not only 
Holy Ghoſt, i. e. have ſaving faith, and yet fa'4,away 
the minds of men before they know that truth which : 
is effectual to their juſtification. I do not ſee how he 


can avoid this dilemma, viz. either to affirm that men 
| | K ee. may 
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© Believers are preſerved from falling away, by the feat 


40 fear lej a promiſe being left, Se. Vea, he ſays of 
„ himſelf, I keep under my body &c. .... Thus they that 


Again, in the appendix to the third edition of the letters, 
friends, which doubtleſs he publiſhes as fully expreſſing 


glory of God, fays, I do not ſee that this rejoicing will 


« or believed in vain, notwithſtanding we have been 
„ enlightened, and have taſted of the heavenly gift, &. 


« perceive how a man is emboldened to ſay, He loved me 
« and gave himſelf for me, before his calling and election 
e 75 made ſure by faith working with his works; for his 
faith muſt be juſtified by its fruits (as I apprehend) be- 


« I HOH. not come into condemnation.” All this is very 
true, very agreable to the ſacred ſcriptures, but not at all 
conſiſtent with the foundation on which Mr. Sandeman 
—W . nn TO 


(66) 
may fall away irrecoverably from the true faith of the 


goſpel, or hold that unbelievers may have the ſpiti 
acting on their ſouls, For he ſays, Vol. 2. p. 171, 172, 


cc of falling away. Paul ſays to the Hebrews, Let ns 


© believe come to be ſettled in the aſſurance of hope, 
Voi. 2. p. 305, we have the ſentiments of one of his 
his own ; who, ſpeaking of rejoicing in hope of the 
« exclude a fear of coming ſhort of the promiſed ref 
<« of being a caſtaway,or of drawing back unto perdition: 
« for I apprehend this may be maintained in perſed 
„ coniiftence with the record, that God hath given to us 


cc eternal life in his Son. It will yet admit of a jealouſy, 
ce left we have deceived ourſelves, miſtaken the truth, 


« For the apoſtle will warrant me to ſay, there are better 
te things which accompany ſalvation. Therefore I do not 


« fore he can ſay with confidence, I BELIEve, therefore 


a” . 
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(67) 
Let us now ſee how all theſe things will hang together. 
According to the firſt principles of the ſcheme we have 
been conſidering under the preceding queſtion, all to 


know nothing of the righteouſneſs of God, © who are 
not ſeeking after it, who are in midnight darkneſs, 


Spirit's agency, and in a ſtate of utter deſpair. But now, 
in the next breath, he tells us, men may be enlightened, 


for a man to be conſcious of any thing in himſelf, may 
yet at length turn out to be an unbelievet, and a caſta- 
way. What ſhall we make of this jargon? An unbe- 
lever, enlightened; and yet in midnight darkneſs l. 
of God; and yet not knowing the ſenſe or meaning 
God; and yet © knowing nothing but what makes him 


miſerable l“. , having no faith of any kind; and yet hav- 


to perfection 1 5 5 


terion of the knowlege of the truth? 


whom the faving truth comes, muſt be perſons who 
extremely inſenfible, and dead, wholly deſtitute of the 


comforted by the goſpel, made partakers of the Holy 
Ghoſt, have the rejoicing of hope, and in ſhort every 
thing which a true believer has, as far as it is poſſible 


go on and make great proficiency in good works, and 


partaking of the Holy Ghoſt, and taſting the good word 


of the words of the goſpel, being intirely deſtitute of 
the Spirit of truth !.... rejoicing in hope of the glory of 


ing no other fault but this, that his fruit does not come 


Is there any thing in the firſt comfort and relief 
which comes with faith? Can any man diſtinguiſh it 
from the joy of the hypocrite ? If not, why is this op- 
poſed to the deſpair of an unbeliever, and made the cri- 


May a perſon have the full aſſurance of faith? May he 
be ſure that what he knows 1s the very ſame truth which : 


| ſerve to render him more damnably criminal. Inſtead 
' of having any hope, that by goin» on ſtill in the ways of 
well-doing be may be more likely to know the ſaving 
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ing and election ſure. 


the very truth which ſaves men, how can he have ſuf. 
- ficient encouragement to pray, or ingage in any of the 
duties ef religion? He cannot be aſſured that one of his 
petitions is heard. He cannot ney depend upon any 


ſuſpicion that he may be till intirely ignorant of the 
truth, and no more likely to be acquainted with it than 


 fideration is enough to keep his mind always in a ſtate 


(68) 
the apoſtles believed; that truth which ſaves men? 7; 
he may; no reaſon can be aſſigned why he may ng 
have the full aſſurance of hope: for we muſt be certain 
of ſalvation, if we are certain that our faith is genuine, 
the very ſame which the goſpel requires ; unleſs we 
doubt of that divinely eſtabliſhed connexion, that he ?hax 
believeth ſhall be ſaved. This our author will not eafil 
acknowlege ſuch aſſurance ; becauſe then all fear of fal. 
ling away will be removed, and ſo one part of his plan 
intirely demoliſhed. Nor indeed do we deſire him to 
yield this article, fince it 1s the conſtantexhortation of the 
goſpel toall chriſtians to be diligent in making their call. 


by 


But if a man cannot be ſure that what he knows is 


aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God. Me muſt feel a fatal 
damp to all his comfort and joy, ariſing from a conſtant 


the moſt hardened ſinner that breathes. Vea; this con- 


of the moſt diſtreſſing uneaſineſs, that if his faith is not 
at preſent the very ſame which the goſpel declares to be 
ſaving, not only his hope is vain, but all his works, un- 
der whatever plauſible pretence they are done, only 


truth, if he has not yet obtained it, and to gain greater 
5 1 wan 


( 69 ) 
comfort by it; he will be Hable to continual depreſſion 
of ſpirit by this melancholy reflection, that the more 
careful, ſincere, and diligent he endeavours to be in his 
obedience to Chriſt, ſo far he renders himſelf a ranker 
jhariſee, and makes his own damnation ſure. Who 


at then would travel thro' ſuch a long and difficult road, at 
ly the hazard of finding himſelf at laſt gotat an irrecoverable 
il. {Weitance from the kingdom of heaven; when he might 
an hve had a much better chance of being happy, if he had 


made no attempt in order to his own ſalvation, but left 
it intirely to divine ſovereignty to grant him faith in his 
aſt moments. 5 1 1 
If a man cannot conſider any commands or exhortati- 
ons as directed to him, until he is confcious of a new - 


f. aſtinct implanted in him, or, in other words, of his 
le own knowlege of the goſpel; but muſt look upon him- 
8 elf ſtill as under a law which requires abſolute perfecti- 
s, and yet aſſures him that he only makes himſelf worſe 
al and worſe by endeavouring to obey; what ſhall he do? 
it Wt he cannot be quite ſure his faith is genuine, he can 


never be clearly perſuaded that he ought to regard the 
precepts, any more than the promiſes of the goſpel; or 
ndeed that he ſhall not make himſelf more miſerable by 
very ſtep he takes. No comfort therefore can be gain- 
d by any works of obedience to the goſpel, unleſs a man 
s firſt of all ſure of his faith, becauſe he cannot have any 
utticient confidence that his works are the fruits of fait, 
or that any of theſe things are required of hing. 
It is impoſſible for a ſinner who is in ſuch a ſtate of 
larkneſs and deſpair, as our author repreſents every man 
o be in who has not believed unto juſtification, to find 
ny comfort, until he knows ſome reaſon of hope; dl 
e unti 


0 

until he has ſome good reaſon to ſuppoſe he is deliyered 
from that dreadful condition, in which he is threatned 
with amazing deſtruction, while he is deprived of the 
leaſt power of motion in order to his eſcape. But he 
cannot have any reaſon at all to imagine himſelf deliver. 
ed from this ſtate of deſpair, unleſs he knows his juſtig. 
cation and ſalvation to be poſſible, Now our author af. 
firms that © Every one who is perſuaded that he may 
be juſtiſied is in reality juſtified, and accordingly finds 
joy and peace in believing.” * But ſince he denits 
that a man can be quite ſure he is in a juſtified ſtate, he 
muſt alſo deny that any perſon can be ſure of the Pali 
lity of his own juſtification : the plain conſequence of 
which is, that no profeſſor can ever obtain comfortable 
hope, becauſe he never certainly knows that he = be 
Jullified. 

Ws: difncult to reconcile the ſeveral parts of our au- 
thor's ſcheme, fo as to make any tolerable ſenſe of them, 


upon any vther principle than this, viz. that we are to 
take the firſt general Enowlege, or ſeeming perſuaſion 


| that Chriſt hath made atonement for (ins, to be faving 
faith; and to ſet out from this, as the © turning point | 
from deſpair to good hope,” to make our faith perfect 
by works. He labors with all his ſkill to keep men 
from troubling themſelves to find out whether this faith 
is the pure unmixed truth, by any immediate impreſſi- 
ons on their hearts; Becauſe this would fall in very far 


with the popular doctrine, and occaſion the ſame exerci- 


ſes. But he has a ſhorter way to comfort; it is only to 
comply with his terms of communion,or, in other words, to 


come into the boſom of the MOTHER un en, as he has 
; 0 e with 8. P. p. 4 


lately 


(719). 
lately ſettled the order of it; and we need not be diſtreſſ- 
ed with any farther doubts whether we know the truth, 


but may go to work as chearfully as we pleaſe. 
Bu: what if we ſhou'd be deceived in this firſt faith? 


» . 
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out upon a mere preſumption, and perſiſt in a falſhood, 
if we have not obtained the very faith of the goſpel ; nor 
can we ever know but that all our hope and high enjoy- 
ments are the light of our own fire, and the ſparks which 
we have kindled ; unleſs giving all our goods to feed the 
poor, according to the orders of the church, may be ta- 
ken as an infallible evidence of true charity. But if 
faith is of ſo critical and ſlippery a nature that the warm 
eſt profeſſors from the apoſtolic tunes to this day have, | 
almoſt to a man, been - fatally deceived, this is quite 
enough to damp all the comfort of every one wo 
trembles at the tho'tof ſelf-geceit. tet. 
Upon the whole, our Author's ſcheme has a plain 
tendency to ©blindfold and decoy men;” to take off their 
attention from the genuine effects of faith, and fix it on 
the ſingularities of a party; to harden ſinners in a courſe 
of wickedneſs, and lead men along in the direct road to 
deſtruction, with a deluſive expectation of being ſaved by _ 
Chriſt's rig hteouſneſs while they are not cleanſed from 
% RE es 
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The End of Pazr Firſt. 


